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Bachelor's  and  Ph.D.  programs. 
Through  the  years,  Kagin's  commit- 
ment to  excellence  has  been  mani- 
fested by  employing  some  of  the 
greatest  numismatic  minds  such  as 
Bressett,  Oc  usorys  Futd, 
Ron  Howard,  and  David  McCar- 
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cents^tckel.  Shefspid,  Sanrtyf k&e^his  com*the  gqyprmnent  madeKa  nhjstake,  and  someday  this  will 
be  valuable^That  sparked'my  interest  andjthe  hunt  was  on!  After  that  rwenj^h&me  every  night  and 
looked  through  my  change  to  find  more  Errors,  because  I figured  if  one  coin  was ; valuable,  other  coins 
/xould  b%' even  more  valuable."  ^ >5  ' 
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nd  so  began  AM.  'Alt'  Kagin's 
.lifetime  passion  with  numis- 
long  after  joining  the 
HolN^ck  Coin  and  Stamp  Com- 
pany, ' 

family's  '^St  numismatic 
In  1933.  O^fjlMkjriext  seven  d$ 
cades,  Art  and 
for  numismatics  so 
worldwide  reputation  as  73 
industries  preeminent  numisma 
firms. 

Today,  that  firm  is  under  the  capable 
leadership  of  Art's  son,  Don  who 
continues  this  tradition  leading  Ka- 
gin's and  furthering  the  company's 
commitment  to  education:  Don 
lobbied  for,  and  created  the  United 
States'  first  accredited  Numismatic 


H o I a b i r d 
Americana 
has  not  only 
brought  to 
our  family  the 
great  mind  of  Fred  Holabbd,  but 
expanded  our  opportunity  to  offer 
some  of  the  finest  Western  Ameri- 
cana and  Pioneer  Minor  Coinage 


extant  and  the  publication  of  sever- 
al collecting  guides  and  fixed  price 
catalogs. 

not  just  a business 
passion  and  a way 

ur  greatest  excitement  is 
Tig  with  our  clients  to  assem- 
le  meaningful,  personal  collections 
of  Pioneer 
Gold,  early 
U.S.  Type, 
Colonials, 
Patterns, 
Classic  Rari- 
ties, Errors, 
Paper  Currency,  California  Frac- 
tional Gold,  Ingots,  and  Western 
Americana.  Our  longevity  helps  us 
to  know  how  and  where  to  obtain 


“Whether  you  follow  numis- 
matics AS  A PROFESSION  IS  NOT 
important;  what  is  essential 

IS  HOW  YOU  PERCEIVE  LIFE  BASED 
ON  NUMISMATICS."  - ART  KAGIN 


the  finest  and  rarest  specimens  on 
behalf  of  our  clients. 

Our  strong  family  foundation,  as 
well  as  our  current  talented  numis- 
matic professionals  of  David  Mc- 
Carthy, Cherie  Schoeps,  Meredith 
Hilton,  and  Fred  Holablrd  is  the 
reason  Kagin's  has  weathered  the 
last  76  years  of  changing  economic 
times. 

The  future  is  exciting,  because  our 
boutique  sized,  family  run  company 
emphasizes  personal  consultation 
with  our  clients  from  acquiring  and 
building  your  collection  through 
final  dispersal.  Call  a Kagin  team 
member  to  develop  your  person- 
alized portfolio  today. 


888-8KAGINS 

(888-852-4467) 

www.kagins.com 

877-852-8822 

holabirdamericana.coni 
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Dear  Readers, 


This  pre-ANA  edition  features  articles  from  both 
our  erstwhile  submitters  as  well  as  some  new 
participants.  Our  leadoff  feature  article  by  Max 
Bell  recounts  how  a chance  numismatic  finding 
led  him  on  a fascinating  historical  search  which 
uncovered  several  rather  violent  episodes  during 
the  early  days  of  the  California  Gold  Rush. 


California  Gold  Rush  researcher  and  author,  Dan  Owens  presents  newly 
uncovered  references  of  California  Fractional  Gold  being  used  during  the  Gold 
Rush.  In  an  innovative  presentation,  Dan  queries  Fractional  Gold  expert,  Mike 
Locke,  on  the  latter’s  analysis  of  each  citation,  [editor’s  note:  thirty  years  ago 
with  I wrote  my  reference  work.  Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of  The  United 
States.  I questioned  whether  these  small  fractional  pieces  actually  circulated; 
today  there  is  little  doubt  that  period  1 pieces  did]. 


One  of  our  featured  articles  is  titled  The  Dalles,  by  Brent  Zimmerman.  It  tells 
the  story  of  the  beginnings  and  premature  demise  of  a mint  in  modem  day 
Portland,  Oregon. 


S.p.p.|\|. 


President 

Donald  H.  Kagin 

Vice  President 

Cherie  Schoeps 

Secretary 

Lena  Taylor 


In  a timely  development,  from  last  issue’s  article  on  Lena  Taylor’s  Fort  Ross 
trip  and  the  story  of  Alaskan  “Seal  Money”;  The  Russian  President  is  visiting 
the  remnants  of  the  facility  and  meeting  with  Governor  Schwarzenegger  to 
endorse  further  funding  for  preservation  of  the  historic  land  - as  we  write  this. 
Also  of  note  is  a semi-unique  1 Ruble  specimen  in  a Heritage  auction  just 
brought  $18,975!  Over  150  years  later  the  question  still  remains  whether  the 
Russians  or  John  Sutter  got  the  better  deal  when  the  latter  purchased  what  later 
was  to  become,  Sutter’s  Fort. 

This  year’s  speaker  at  our  annual  meeting  which  is  always  at  1 1 AM  on  the 
Saturday  of  ANA  (this  year  in  Boston),  will  be  Utah  numismatic  authority, 
author,  and  friend,  Doug  Nyholm.  Doug’s  new  book,  Mormon  Currency  1837- 
1937  was  just  published  this  year  and  is  the  most  comprehensive  treatment  of 
this  series.  The  book  is  dedicated  to  Mark  Peterson  who  recently  passed  away 
[much  too  young]  after  accumulating  the  finest  Mormon  currency  collection. 
Doug  will  be  relating  the  story  of  that  collection,  the  Mormon  numismatic  story 
and  how  his  book  came  to  be  written. 


Treasurer 

Caressa  Suarez 


Brasher  • Bulletin 


Editor  in  Chief 

Donald  H.  Kagin 


What  has  also  become  an  annual  event  at  the  ANA,  this  year’s  analysis  and 
discussion  for  the  Pioneer  Gold  Forum  will  include  the  controversial  Kohler 
& Co.  counterstrikes  and  perhaps  more.  Anyone  wishing  to  be  part  of  this 
discussion  and  future  ones  concerning  controversial  pioneer  issues  should 
contact  your  editor. 

As  always  inside  are  usual  features  including  pioneer  auction  highlights,  book 
reviews,  Coin  Crush,  and  announcements.  Special  thanks  goes  to  my  assistant 
editor,  Lena  who  leaves  tomorrow  for  the  ANA  summer  seminar  to  learn  more 
about  numismatic  photography  so  she  can  better  serve  you  in  the  future.  So 
enjoy  and  we  hope  to  see  you  in  Boston. 

Enjoy! 


Assistant  Editor 

Lena  Taylor 

Layout  & Design 

Lena  Taylor 

Distribution  Manager 

Caressa  Suarez 
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Addressed  to  Mr.  E.D.  Hix,  Nashville  Tennessee 
Merced  Co.,  California,  March  ll,h/52 
Dear  Sir, 

I am  now  in  the  southern  mines  but  have  quit  mining 
& am  going  to  farming,,  our  friend  Mr.  Slete  passed 
here  a few  days  since  & I learned  by  him  that  you  had 
gone  home,,  I hope  you  had  a pleasant  trip  home  as  I 
have  no  doubt  but  you  did,,  I hope  that  they  were  all 
gald  to  see  you  as  of  course  they  were,  is  my  Brother 
in  Nashville  yet,,  if  he  is  give  my  love  to  him  & tell 
him  that  if  it  would  not  trouble  him  too  much  I would 
like  for  him  to  write  to  me,,  I presume  that  he  is 
married  before  this,,  is  Miss  Todd  married  yet  if  she 
is  not  (and  you  are  acquainted  with  her)  give  my  best 
respects  to  her,,  between  you  & I.  I would  give  an  .oz 
to  day  to  see  her,,  oh  shaw  she  is  married  long  ago,, 
from  all  I can  learn  you  are  taking  a snug  (snowy?) 
winter  this  winter,,  well  it  is  good  for  you,  you  might 
staid  in  this  country.  I almost  forgot  to  tell  you  that 
after  I came  South  last  fall  I was  taken  sick  the  day 
after  I got  here  so  that  I did  no  work  for  four  or  five 
months,,  that  is  what  takes  the  change,,  now  old 
fellow  you  are  in  a country  where  folks  live,,  do  write 
me  soon,,  direct  to  Stockton 

your  affc  friend, 

Geo  L.  Brackm 

E.D.H. 
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An  original  and  appealing  example  of  what  is  probably  the  best  value  in  all  of  Pioneer  Gold  today.  In  2007, 
Kagin’s  senior  numismatist  David  McCarthy  discovered  diagnostics  that  proved  that  a number  of  1861 
Clark  Gruber  $20s  were  struck  from  transfer  dies.  To  date,  approximately  30%  of  the  known  population  of 
this  issue  appears  to  have  come  from  these  counterfeit  dies,  making  the  1 861  $20  considerably  rarer  than  originally 
believed.  At  present,  we  have  been  able  to  confirm  the  existence  of  approximately  two  dozen  genuine  examples, 
down  from  an  estimate  of  3 1 -75  in  1981.  This  specimen  has  developed  coppery,  original  toning  over  the  years  and 
has  retained  a fair  amount  of  luster. 


Featuring  a coveted  piece  of  Pioneer  Numismatics  we  are  crazy  about!  Send  us  yours  to  be  featured  in  future 
Coin  Crush  installments  to  lena@kagins.com. 

1861  $20  CLARK  GRUBER 

(KAGIN-8)  PCGS  XF40 
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PIONEER  SPOTLIGHT 


PERRIN  L.  SOLOMON 


By  Max  Bell 


Being  a collector  of  California  gold  rush  items  has  been  a 
most  rewarding  hobby.  It  has  led  me  on  many  adventures 
both  in  the  gold  camps  and  in  the  research  libraries.  The 
finding  of  a seemingly  insignificant  piece  of  silver  is  one 
such  adventure. 

A man  metal  detecting  in  Auburn,  California  in  the 
1970’s  on  what  is  known  as  Prospect  Hill  happened  to 
find  a tent  camp  above  Auburn  Ravine.  In  this  tent  camp 
he  made  several  finds  of  gold  rush  era  artifacts  including 
coat  buttons,  tongue  and  wreath  belt  buckles  and  a silver 
Spanish  reale.  On  closer  inspection  this  coin  was  found 
to  be  hand  stamped  in  individual  letters  saying  “For 
Sheriff  PL.  Solomon  ” on  one  side  and  “Doc  J.P  Rogers 
Ran  Away  without  paying  board.  Montezuma  Cal”  on  the 
reverse  side. 

When  I first  learned  of  the  piece  more  than  thirty  years 
later  I was  intrigued  because  it  was  found  only  one  mile 
from  my  home  and  the  early  connection  to  California  law 
enforcement  indicated  historic  significance. 

I was  able  to  obtain  this  piece  from  the  original  finder 
and  get  an  oral  history  of  what  he  knew  about  the  men 
mentioned  on  the  coin.  The  information  he  had  wasn 't  as 
thorough  as  I had  hoped  for  so  I decided  that  it  would  be 
an  interesting  research  project. 

errin  L Solomon  is  reported  to  have  been  born  in  Kentucky 
in  1821.  He  moved  to  Sumner  County,  Tennessee  and 
became  a hatter  by  profession.  During  the  Mexican  War  the 
muster  rolls  of  Sumner  County  show  young  Perrin  entering 
Capt.  Blackmore’s  1st  regiment,  l'1  brigade  of  Tennessee  volunteers 
as  a Is'  lieutenant.  His  enlistment  was  for  June  2nd,  1846  for  service 
through  August  31,  1846.  After  this  campaign  as  Captain  Perrin 
Solomon  he  organized  in  Sumner  County  Tennessee  on  September  23, 
1847  the  3rd  regiment  of  Tennessee  Foot  Volunteers  for  service  to  the 
duration  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  His  title  when  released  from  duty 


was  Major  Perrin  L.  Solomon. 

After  the  war  Solomon  headed  for  California  arriving  in  Tuolumne 
County  in  1 848.  In  the  summer  of  1 849  he  was  mining  the  Shaw’s 
Flat  area  and  was  involved  in  the  first  silver  strike  in  the  area  fifteen 
miles  out  of  Sonora. 

In  1 850  he  was  working  a claim  in  Tennessee  Gulch  near  Shaws 
Flat.  He  was  also  running  a trading  post  near  Lower  Browns  Flat 
which  sold  vegetables  from  Cloughs  Garden  which  was  later  called 
Danes  Garden.  The  garden  property  was  jointly  owned  by  P.L. 
Solomon  and  his  mining  partners  O.P.  Calloway  and  Joseph  Clough. 

The  southern  mines  were  full  of  Chileans,  Peruvians,  and 
Mexicans  in  those  early  days.  Many  were  law  abiding  citizens  but  the 
record  shows  (hat  many  were  not. 

Juaquin  Murietta  and  other  desperados  of  the  early  1850’s  had 
many  friends  in  the  Sonora  area.  During  the  Fandango  celebrations 
of  the  day  the  Mexicans  clowns,  of  which  Chapparita  was  the  best 
known,  acted  as  messengers  and  spotters  to  warn  the  criminals  of  the 
approach  of  Sheriff  Solomon  and  his  pistol  belted  deputies. 

On  June  10th,  1851  Captain  George  Snow,  aged  31,  was  murdered 
in  Dragoon  Gulch  near  Shaw’s  Flat  by  two  Mexicans,  Antonio  Caiz 
and  Patricio  Janori.  The  Mexicans  had  purchased  a long  tom  from 
Capt.  Snow  and  asked  him  to  call  the  next  morning  at  their  tent 
for  payment.  While  Cruz  weighed  out  the  gold  Janori  slipped  up 
behind  and  viciously  stabbed  Snow.  He  lived  until  midnight  and  was 
conscious  long  enough  to  identify  his  killers.  When  the  Mexican’s 
tent  was  searched,  a grave  had  been  dug  for  the  intended  victim  under 
a table. 

The  two  men  had  fled  but  were  captured  and  returned  to  Shaws 
Flat  where  a miner’s  court  was  convened.  T.P.  McDonald  was 
appointed  judge  and  P.L.  Solomon  was  appointed  Marshall.  A 
jury  composed  of  responsible  men  was  chosen  for  each  man.  The 
evidence  against  them  was  overwhelming  and  they  were  both  found 
guilty  and  sentenced  to  hang.  A priest  was  found  and  they  were  given 
time  to  make  their  peace.  Cruz  confessed  but  Janori,  an  evil  looking 
man,  remained  stolid  and  indifferent.  When  the  preliminaries  were 
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concluded  the  sentence  was  carried  out  with  dispatch  and  efficiency. 

At  the  time,  District  Courts  were  inefficient  and  the  miners  had 
to  act  out  of  self  preservation.  A speedy  trial  was  the  only  way  to 
keep  both  criminals  and  witnesses  from  leaving  the  area  before  the 
courts  could  act.  This  and  a long  series  of  criminal  outrages  led  to 
the  forming  of  the  Sonora  Vigilance  Committee  on  June  29th,  1851. 
This  mob  rule  may  have  been  the  reason  that  Solomon  decided  to  run 
for  sheriff.  He  likely  was  one  of  five  candidates  running  in  1851  but 
no  records  are  available,  only  the  results  that  Henry  Swope  won  the 
election  on  September  3,  1851.  Solomon  ran  against  Swope  in  the 
1853  election  campaign  and  was  elected  sheriff.  The  number  of  votes 
cast  for  Solomon  was  2738  and  for  Swope,  2488. 

P.L.  Solomon  assumed  office  on  October  3rd,  1853  and  served  until 
October  Is',  1855.  Her  ran  for  a second  term  on  September  5,  1 855 
against  James  Stuart  but  lost  the  election.  The  number  of  votes  cast 
for  Stuart  were  2655  and  for  Solomon,  2459. 

Solomon  had  many  trustworthy  assistants  to  combat  crime  in  the 
Sonora  area.  There  was  Deputy  Elijah  Rockwell,  Constable  Sam 
Phillips  and  Judge  Charles  Randall  who  entered  the  sheriff’s  office 
as  deputy  under  Major  Solomon  in  October  1853,  continuing  with 
him  when  he  was  appointed  U.S.  Marshall  at  San  Francisco.  Randall 
remained  as  a deputy  until  the  fall  of  1857  when  he  returned  to 
Sonora. 

The  newspapers  of  the  day  recorded  a number  of  colorful  events 
showing  the  character  and  determination  of  Sheriff  Solomon.  He  was 
dubbed  “King”  Solomon  because  of  his  strong  political  influence  and 
close  association  w ith  United  States  Senator  William  Gwin  of  San 
Francisco. 

A summary  of  some  of  the  most  notable  crimes  of  Sheriff 
Solomon’s  time  in  office  will  help  to  show  his  fearless  and  efficient 
nature.  It  didn’t  take  him  long  to  get  involved  in  chasing  these 
criminals.  He  assumed  office  on  October  3,  1853  and  on  October  8,h 
one  Robert  Bruce  murdered  an  unidentified  mulatto  in  a Fandango 
house  in  Sonora.  For  this  crime  he  was  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury, 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  hang.  Bruce  escaped  from  the  old  log  jail 
with  a fellow'  prisoner  named  Henry  Hays  after  sawing  through  their 
irons  with  instruments  furnished  by  outsiders.  The  pair  made  their 
way  to  Wards  Ferry  on  the  Tuolumne  River.  There  they  had  the  ill 
fortune  to  attempt  to  cross  in  the  same  boat  with  one  of  the  jurors  who 
had  helped  convict  Bruce.  During  the  attempt  to  capture  the  escapees, 
Bruce  was  shot  in  the  side  but  succeeded  in  diving  into  the  river  and 
swimming  to  shore  w'here  Sheriff  Solomon  found  him  hiding  in  the 
underbrush.  Bruce  was  returned  to  be  hanged  and  his  partner,  Hays, 
to  be  sentenced  to  seven  years  hard  labor  in  State  Prison. 

“On  Sunday,  November  13,  1853,  a miner  named  Peter  Nicholas, 
from  Sawmill  Flat,  visited  Columbia,  and  becoming  intoxicated  and 
quarrelsome,  sought  a difficulty  with  Captain  John  Parrot,  from  Pine 
Log  Crossing.  Parrot  strove  to  avoid  his  assailant,  replying  to  him 
calmly  and  endeavoring  to  remove  his  hands  from  Parrot’s  throat. 
Stepping  backward,  he  fell;  upon  which  the  miner  sprang  upon  him 
and  thrust  his  bowie  knife  into  the  neck  of  the  prostrate  man,  making 
a wound  which  penetrated  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  from  which 
recovery  was  impossible.  Medical  treatment  only  served  to  prolong 
his  life  until  the  Friday  following,  when  he  died.  The  parties  had  been 
perfect  strangers  to  each  other  up  to  the  time  of  the  murder. 

Immediately  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  bloody  deed,  Nicholas, 
still  drunk,  and  with  the  bloody  knife  still  in  his  grasp,  was  arrested  by 
citizens  and  handed  over  to  the  authorities,  and  by  them  removed  to 
the  jail  (a  permanent  institution  in  Columbia),  and  there  confined  until 
the  following  morning,  when  he  was  examined  before  Justice  Carley 
and  committed  to  await  the  result  of  his  victim’s  wound.  Before  his 
removal  from  the  Justice’s  office  could  be  effected  a large  crowd  had 
assembled,  among  whom  were  many  miners  from  Pine  Log  Crossing, 
neighbors  of  the  wounded  man,  all  of  whom  had  evidently  resolved 
upon  rescuing  the  prisoner  from  the  officer  and  summarily  stringing 
him  up.  The  prisoner  was  loudly  demanded  by  the  ever-growing 


mob,  and  active  measures  began  to  be  taken  to  defeat  their  intentions. 
Constable  Connor  swore  in  a posse  of  special  Constables,  and  the 
prisoner  was  chained  to  staples  driven  into  the  Court-room  floor.  But 
these  precautions  were  absolutely  of  no  avail,  for,  at  a signal,  the 
officers  were  secured,  the  staples  drawn  out  by  means  of  a pick,  and 
the  prisoner  borne  along  Broadway,  by  the  efforts  of  the  men,  some 
whom  held  to  him  by  the  hair,  by  the  arms,  legs,  or  any  available  grip, 
until  a convenient  pine  tree  was  reached  in  the  rear  of  Van  Gulpen’s 
store.  A rope  was  speedily  procured,  thrown  over  a limb,  and  the 
prisoner  would  have  immediately  met  his  deserts  had  it  not  been 
for  the  timely  interference  of  Mr.  James  Coffroth  and  others,  who 
made  appeals  to  the  multitude  to  grant  a affair  trial,  which  after  much 
parley,  was  acceded  to,  and  the  multitude  moved  toward  Gold  Hill  as 
a convenient  spot  for  the  proceedings. 

On  arriving  at  Gold  Hill,  Dan  Patterson  was  appointed  Sheriff  with 
several  deputies,  a jury  was  impaneled,  consisting  of  four  men  from 
Pine  Log  Crossing  and  eight  from  Columbia,  and  including  some 
of  the  most  respected  citizens.  At  this  juncture  Major  Solomon,  the 
Sheriff  of  Tuolumne  county,  and  a most  efficient  officer,  arrived  and 
addressing  the  people,  urged  them  to  obey  the  laws,  and  demanded 
that  the  prisoner  should  be  given  up  to  him.  Mr.  Coffroth  followed 
in  his  support,  but  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  law  and  order 
portion  of  the  crowd,  it  was  resolved  to  retain  possession  of  the  man 
and  try  him,  and  if  found  guilty,  to  hang  him  without  delay.  Acting 
under  this  determination,  the  assemblage  directed  the  jurors  to  be 
sworn,  and  appointed  Thomas  N.  Cazneau  as  prosecuting  attorney, 
while  Mr.Coffroth  and  Col.  Gillespie  were  to  defend  the  prisoner. 
Meanwhile  Deputy  Sheriff  Randall  had  arrived,  and  acting  upon  his 
suggestion,  a force  of  men  who  had  just  got  in  from  Sonora  in  aid  of 
the  Sheriff  were  posted  near  the  prisoner,  and  a signal  agreed  upon  at 
which  he  might  be  seized,  placed  upon  a horse  stationed  within  reach, 
and  hurried  away  from  the  scene.  To  do  this  required  many  minutes 
of  preparation  during  which  Mr.  Coffroth,  who  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  plot,  filled  in  the  time  by  making  an  extended 
harangue  to  the  multitude  while  acting  in  his  capacity  of  defendant's 
counsel.  He  spoke  for  half  an  hour  upon  the  evil  effects  of  mob  law, 
and  eloquently  exhorted  the  assemblage  to  stand  by  the  officers  of 
their  own  choice,  the  dignity  of  the  town  and  county,  etc.  At  the  close 
of  his  remarks  the  jury  retired,  returning  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  with 
the  following  verdict:  “we  the  jury  find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  assault 
and  battery  with  intent  to  kill  Captain  John  Parrot;  but  as  Parrot  is 
not  yet  dead,  they  agree  that  the  prisoner  shall  be  given  up  to  the  civil 
authorities.” 

The  wildest  excitement  followed.  “Hang  him!”  “String  him 
up!”  “Give  him  to  the  Sheriff!”  was  heard  issuing  from  hundreds  of 
mouths.  A vote  was  being  taken  to  ratify  the  decision  of  the  jury, 
when,  deeming  it  an  opportune  moment,  Messrs.  Solomon,  Randall 
and  their  backers  charged  upon  the  crowd,  broke  their  way  to  the 
prisoner,  hustled  him  out,  mounted  him  upon  a horse,  all  manacled  as 
he  was,  and  mounting  their  own  animals  rode  rapidly  toward  Sonora. 
The  multitude,  surprised  at  the  unlooked  for  proceeding,  pursued  the 
retreating  horsemen  but  a short  distance  and  returned,  muttering. 

Incarcerated  in  the  Sonora  jail,  the  murderer  awaited  his  trial; 
which  coming,  he  was  convicted  of  murder  in  the  first  degree  and 
sentenced  by  the  redoubtable  Judge  Creaner  to  death.  Before  the  day 
set  for  execution,  however,  his  sentence  was  commuted,  by  an  over- 
indulgent  Governor,  to  seven  years  imprisonment. 

There  is  no  doubt,  that  in  the  early  fifties,  mining  camps  of 
Tuolumne  County  were  overrun  with  Chinese  laborers.  That  the 
Chinese  miners  in  this  county  suffered  injustice  at  the  hands  of  their 
Christian  brothers  is  true,  but  Sheriff  Solomon  fearlessly  protected 
them  one  day  in  March  1855  when  a group  of  Irish  and  German 
miners  decided  the  Chinese  were  a little  too  successful  and  attempted 
to  drive  them  from  Poverty  Hill.  The  Sheriff  ran  off  the  Irish  and 
Germans  and  the  industrious  Chinese  were  left  to  scratch  a dollar  or 
two  a day. 
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An  undocumented  story  concerns  the  financial  failure  of  Adams 
& Co.  in  1855.  Against  the  opposition  of  Sheriff  Solomon,  which 
probably  was  not  advisable,  Colonel  Moore  led  a raid  on  the  Adams 
& Co.  office  in  Sonora.  There  was  a rumor  that  the  deposits  would  be 
transferred  to  San  Francisco  which  would  leave  the  miners  holding  an 
empty  bag.  After  the  vault  was  opened  Colonel  Moore  assisted  in  the 
distribution  of  $44,992  to  depositors  presenting  certificates. 

“The  spirit  of  mob  law  prevailed  to  a once  again  alarming  extent 
in  Sonora  on  Sunday,  April  29,  1855.  During  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  John  Sheldon,  a police  officer  and  one  of  the  oldest  residents 
of  Sonora,  was  inhumanly  murdered  by  a crowd  of  Chileans,  who 
stabbed  him  to  death  while  he  was  making  his  morning  rounds 
of  the  town.  Mounting  fleet  horses,  the  murderers  fled.  Sheriff 
Solomon’s  only  clue  was  a hat  found  lying  close  to  the  slain  officer’s 
body.  It  was  quickly  recognized  as  belonging  to  a Chilean  from 
Dragoon  Gulch.  Solomon  and  his  deputies  went  at  once  to  a South 
American  camp  on  the  gulch,  where  they  were  informed  that  the 
man  they  sought,  after  borrowing  a hat,  had  left  for  Tuttletown,  a 
place  containing  many  Mexicans  and  Peruvians.  When  reaching  the 
place  Solomon  made  no  inquiries,  pretending  that  he  and  his  men 
were  on  their  way  to  Robinson’s  Ferry.  Continuing  in  a northerly 
direction  they  galloped  down  the  hill,  returning  again  a short  time 
later.  Solomon,  one  of  the  ablest  of  officers,  as  a part  of  his  strategy, 
suddenly  entered  the  town  to  find  his  man  sharpening  his  dagger  in 
a tool  ship.  An  arrest  followed.  In  the  assassin’s  hind  pocket  was 
found  the  victim’s  six-  shooter.  Disarming  the  desperado,  the  sheriff 
placed  him  on  a horse  and  started  for  the  county  jail.  The  fleetness 
of  horses  was  all  that  prevented  a lynching  that  day.  Intent  upon 
wresting  the  prisoner  from  the  hands  of  the  law,  the  infuriated  mob 
thundered  close  to  the  hooves  of  Solomon’s  swift  man-hunters.  Four 
men  were  directly  implicated  with  the  crime.  Hose  Maria,  known  in 
the  “Tigre”  as  Chichi,  was  discharged  for  a lack  of  evidence.  Juan 
Escabor  escaped,  and  Jose  Sebaba  and  Gerome  Ruiz  were  executed  in 
the  county  jail-yard  in  Sonora.” 

Sometime  after  losing  the  election  of  September  5,  1855  to  James 
Stuart,  Perrin  Solomon  headed  to  San  Francisco  where  he  was 
appointed  U.S.  Marshall  to  the  Northern  district  and  served  from  1857 
to  the  fall  of  1858.  Not  much  is  known  about  Perrin  Solomon  after  he 
retired  to  San  Francisco  except  for  this  post  script. 

The  residents  of  Sonora  placed  the  court  house  flag  at  half  mast 
when  word  reached  the  town  on  the  night  of  September  15,  1863  that 
Major  Perrin  L.  Solomon  died  from  consumption  in  San  Francisco. 

He  was  a man  of  great  courage  and  valor  and  a man  who  truly  helped 
change  California  from  a lawless  land  to  one  of  the  finest  states  in  the 
Union. 

The  cover  photo,  dated  about  1853,  shows  many  of  Tuolumne 
County’s  early  pioneers.  The  first  building  on  the  left  is  the  banking 
house  of  Yaney  & Bortine  Gold  Dust  Buyers.  The  firm  dissolved  in 
1854.  The  bank  also  served  as  the  post  office.  Clough  & Kimmel 
were  partners  that  with  H R.  Stiles  furnished  their  customers  with  the 
latest  newspapers.  Next  is  Joseph  Armitagaf  Washington  Drug  Store 
which  also  served  as  an  office  for  Dr.  John  Walker.  Dr.  Walker  is 
seated  beneath  his  professional  sign  and  wearing  a top  hat.  Could  the 
man  standing  to  his  right  possibly  be  P.L.  Solomon?  It  may  only  be 
speculation  but  he  looks  the  part. 

The  arrival  of  Doc  J.P  Rogers  in  California  must  have  been  very 
early  in  1849.  He  was  a man  of  some  prominence  in  the  early  history 
of  Sacramento. 

On  the  first  of  August,  1849  the  people  of  the  city  in  common  with 
all  in  the  region  voted  for  delegates  to  the  convention  which  had  been 
called  to  meet  in  Monterey  and  which  framed  the  State  Constitution. 
On  the  same  day  (hey  choose  a town  council  and  other  officers  as 
follows: 

Councilmen  - Doctor  J.P.  Rogers,  H E.  Robinson,  P.B.  Cornwall, 
William  Stout,  R.  Gillespie,  T.C.  Chapman,  A.  M.  Winn,  M.T. 
McClellan,  B.  Jennings 


Clerk  - J.H.  Harper 
Sheriff-  B.  Hannah 
First  Magistrate  - J.A.  Thomas 
Second  Magistrate  - J.C.  Zabrinskie 

The  city  was  chartered  by  the  people  on  October  13,  1849.  The 
city  council,  after  achieving  the  popular  support  of  the  residents, 
suspended  meetings  for  the  balance  of  October  1 849.  On  November 
5,  1849  the  council  met,  and  like  true  politicians,  the  first  bill 
considered  by  them  was  entitled  “an  ordinance  to  raise  revenue 
for  Sacramento  City”.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cornwall  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  Doctors  White,  Chapman  and  J.P.  Rogers 
be  appointed  a committee  to  visit  and  examine  all  sick  persons 
applying  to  the  council  for  assistance.  The  committee  was  given  full 
power  to  render  all  necessary  aid  and  draw  upon  the  city  treasury 
through  the  President  and  Secretary  for  the  debts  created  by  them. 

On  March  18,  1850  the  city  was  duly  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
State  Legislature.  The  first  election  under  the  new  charter  was  held  on  . 
April  1,  1850.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  none  of  the  councilmen  of 
1849  were  reelected.  No  mention  of  Dr.  J.P.  Rogers  could  be  found. 

Dr.  J.P.  Rogers  certainly  started  out  as  a man  of  some  importance 
but  the  fate  of  many  men  changed  dramatically  when  faced  with  the 
challenges  of  life  on  the  western  frontier.  It  is  likely  that  he  fell  on 
hard  time  and  disappeared  into  obscurity  as  the  inscription  on  the  coin 
notes,  “Doc  J.P.  Rogers  ran  away  without  paying  board  Montezuma, 
Cal.” 
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Fashion  takes  on  a Numismatic  flair  with  designer  Matt  Bernson's  Gold  Bar  Clutch. 

In  response  to  the  increasing  value  in  gold,  this  cheeky  take  on  “gold  futures”  is  made  of  molten  gold  leather,  hand  cut, 
stamped,  molded,  and  sewn.  It  measures  10”(L)  x 2.5”(H)  x 5”(W).Take  your  money  out  of  the  bank  and  put  it  in  gold. 
With  gold  prices  soaring,  and  the  state  of  the  financial  system  in  turmoil,  we  have  put  a “buy  recommendation”  on  gold 
futures.  Our  Gold  Bar  clutch  is  the  must  have  red  carpet  item  of  the  season.  It  easily  fits  in  one  hand  or  under  your  ami 
while  the  flash  bulbs  pop.  And  your  investments  will  be  safe. 

Available  for  the  recessionista-  approved  price  of  $99  on  www.mattbernson.com 
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WORLD  COINS  SIGNATURE  AUCTION 

Online  for  Bidding  Mid-July  at  HA.com/Coins 

BOSTON 


Heritage  Auction  Galleries  is  proud  to  present  the  intriguing 

Edward  Roehrs  Collection 
of  U.S.  Regulated  Gold 


Including  73  different  examples 

At  the  Official  Auction  of  the  Boston  ANA  World's  Fair  of  Money®  • August  12-13  & 16,  2010  • 

• Online  for  bidding  in  mid-July* 


France 

Louis  XV  Louis  dor  aux  lunettes  1 735-R. 
Orleans  mint. 

EB  mark  in  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher. 
HA.com/3010-1 1002 


Brazil 

Joao  V 6400  reis  1744-R. 

Rio  mint. 

IB  monogram  mark  for  john  Burger. 
HA.eom/30W-ll014 


Brazil 

Jose  1 6400  reis  1 758-1?. 

Rio  mint 

EB  mark  in  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher, 
F+  G mark  in  oval  for  Lewis  Fueter  and  G. 
HA.com/3010-1 1005 


Brazil 

loao  V 12800  reis  1730-M. 
Minas  Gerais  mint. 

IR  mark  for  Joseph  Richardson,  Jr. 
HA.com/3010-1 109 


England 

George  III  guinea  1 775. 

Script  IB  monogram  for  John  Burger. 
HA.com/30W- 11053 


Brazil 

Jose  1 6400  reis  1771-R. 

Rio  mint. 

Marked  F+G  and  script  JB  monogram 
from  John  Burger. 
HA.com/3010-1 1018 


England 

George  II  guinea  1 749. 

Script  JB  monogram  for  John  Burger, 
EB  for  Ephraim  Brasher. 
HA.com/3010-1 1054 


England 

George  l guinea  1716. 

Script  IB  monogram  for  John  Burger. 
HA.com/3010-11049 


One  of  the  most  fascinating  and  important  episodes  in 
America's  coinage  history  occurred  in  the  early  national  period. 
Ephraim  Brasher's  "EB"  counterstamp,  so  well  known  thanks 
to  the  famous  Brasher  doubloons,  was  part  of  a much  wider 
process  in  Confederation-era  New  York;  there,  various  jewelers 
were  authorized  to  weigh  and  correct  coin  weights  to  ensure 
that  the  important  trade  with  West  Indies  used  foreign  gold 
coins  at  their  full  value.  Thus,  we  find  the  counterstamps  of 
Regulators  Ephraim  Brasher,  John  Burger,  Joseph  Richardson, 
Robert  Cruikshank,  Myer  Myers,  and  Daniel  Van  Voorhis,  on 
host  coins  from  several  countries  (and  especially  punches 
applied  to  gold  plugs  inserted  to  raise  weight/gold  content) 
including  Brazil,  Portugal,  and  England.  Plus,  this  spectacular 
collection  includes  newly  discovered  goldsmiths  whose 
products  will  be  offered  publicly  for  the  first  time.  This  ingenious 
solution  - using  well-known  goldsmiths  to  mark  or  plug  coins 
- became  widespread  throughout  the  West  Indies,  and  it  has 
been  within  collections  of  that  specialty  that  many  of  these 
important  American  artifacts  have  long  hid  from  view. 


The  usual  rules  of  numismatic  value  do  not  apply  to  these 
"Regulated"  coins.  Their  enhanced  value  is  created  by  actions 
that  would  reduce  the  value  of  other  coins:  drilling,  plugging, 
and  counterstamping.  Indeed,  these  dynamic  processes 
enrich  their  history  and  value  - and  then  the  history  of  any 
individual  regulated  coin  is  further  amended  by  actions  taking 
place  after  regulation.  Regulated  gold  coins  were  typically 
found  only  in  the  most  advanced  collections  formed  in 
the  early  20th  century  (and  then  often  very  few  examples) 
such  as  Garrett,  Eliasberg,  Ten  Eyck,  Ford,  Roper,  Brand, 
Jackman,  and  Newcomer.  The  few  surviving  examples  being 
sold  at  the  ANA  often  come  with  impressive  pedigrees. 

This  catalog,  with  new  research  on  smiths,  weight  standards, 
and  provenance,  will  become  a textbook  in  a field  that 
has  suffered  from  a lack  of  information.  Reserve  your  copy 
now,  and  plan  to  participate  in  one  of  the  most  important 
specialized  offerings  of  early  American  coins  ever  held. 


Receive  a free  copy  this  catalog  or  one  from  any  Heritage  category,  register  online  at  HA.com/BRSFI19094 
or  call  866-835-3243  and  mention  reference  BRSH19094.  The  entire  auction  will  be  online  Mid-July  at  HA. com/Coins. 


Online  for  Bidding  Mid-July  at  HA.com/Coins 


Brazil 

lose  1 6400  reis  177  ill. 
Rio  mint 

MM  mark  for  Myer  Myers. 
HA.com/3010- 11020 


Brazil 

Joao  V7  6400  reis  1 749-  R. 
Rio  mint 

F&G  for  Lewis  Fueler  and  G. 
HA.com/3010-11019 


Chile 

Carlos  III  8 escudos  1775  DA. 
Santiago  mint. 

F.B  In  oval  for  Ephraim  Brasher. 
HA.com/30 10- 11027 


England 

George  III  guinea  1 773. 

Script  IB  monogram  for  John  Burger. 
HA. com/301 0-11 056 


Brazil 

lose  1 6400  reis  1 753-B. 
Bahia  mint. 

DV  for  Daniel  Van  Voorhis. 
HA.com/3010-1 1 044 


Brazil 

loao  V 6400  reis  1739-B. 
Bahia  mint 

F&G  mark  of  Lewis  Fueter  and  G. 
HA.com/3010-ll  036 


Brazil 

loao  V 6400  reis  1748-R. 

Rio  mint. 

Script  IB  monogram  mark  for  John  Burger. 
HA.com/3010-1 1075 


Brazil 

lose  1 6400  reis  1 756-R. 

Rio  mint. 

Marked  RH  for  Richard  Humphreys. 
HA.com/3010-11074 


Brazil 

loao  V 6400  reis  1 746-R. 
Rio  Mint. 

Script  IB  for  John  Burger. 
HA. com/301 0-11077 


Portugal 

loao  V 6400  reis  1739. 
Lisbon  mint. 

EB  mark  for  Ephraim  Brasher. 
F&G  mark  for  Lewis  Fueter  and  G. 


Rff mnp; 


HA.com/3010-1 1076  loao  V6400  reis  1737-B. 

Bahia  mint. 

TP  for  Thomas  Pons,  Boston. 
HA.com/3010-1 1045 


The  catalogs  for  Heritage's  Official  Auctions  of  the  2010  Boston  ANA  will  be  online  at  HA.com  in  mid-July, 
including  U.S.  Coins  and  Currency.  Other  important  collections  include:  Dwight  Manley's  NE  Silver  Collection; 
The  Joshua  II  Collection  of  Mercury  Dimes  (the  #1  All-Time  Finest  PCGS  Registry  Set);  The  Jarosi  Collection; 
and  The  Witham  Collection  of  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars. 

To  consign  to  one  of  our  future  auctions,  please  contact  one  of  our  Consignment  Directors  through  the 
Heritage  Consignor  Hotlines:  800-872-6467  • (Coins:  ext.  1000)  • (Currency:  ext.  1001).  Please  call  today. 
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The  World’s  #1  Numismatic  Auctioneer 
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MA  licenses  Heritage  Numismatic  Auctions.  Inc.  03016;  Sam  Foose  0301  5,  Robert  Korver  03014,  Andrea  Voss  03019.  Michael  J Sadler  03021.  Bob  Merrill  03022 

This  auction  subject  to  a 15%  buyer's  premium 


By  Brent  Zimmerman 


The  very  mention  of  Carson  City  causes  most  collectors’  ears  to  perk 
up  a bit.  And  everyone  knows  that  the  main  United  States  mint  is,  and 
always  has  been  located  in  Philadelphia,  PA.  Three  other  locations 
of  early  U.S.  mints  in  the  South  have  been  Dahlonega,  Georgia., 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and  New 
Orleans  Louisiana.,  along  with  the 
famous  San  Francisco,  California 
branch  mint.  Since  1906  the  Denver 
mint  has  been  producing  coins, 
and  the  toddler  West  Point,  New 
York  facility  has  been  in  business 
since  only  1973.  But  how  many  of 
us  have  heard  of  the  U.S  mint  that 
was  located  in  The  Dalles,  Oregon? 

Could  we  have  had  a “TD”  mint 
mark?  Or  perhaps  “DC”,  as  it  was 
originally  known  as  Dalles  City.  I 
invite  you  to  take  a walk  with  me, 
back  to  the  mid- 1800s,  as  we  learn 
about  this  fascinating  story,  and 
some  of  the  people  and  the  events 
that  transpired. 


Then  called  Dalles  city,  it  was  the 
departure  point  in  the  1840’s  that 
thousands  of  pioneers,  bypassing 
the  mountains,  rafted  down  the 
Columbia  River  to  the  Willamette 
River,  and  settled  in  its  rich  western 
Oregon  valley. 


The  Dalles  was  the  end  of  the  land 
route  of  the  Oregon  Trail.  In  the  fall 
of  1849,  United  States  Army  troops 
arrived  in  the  new  Oregon  Territory 
and  established  a military  outpost  at 
The  Dalles,  with  a log  fort  finished 
in  1850  and  named  Fort  Dalles.  The 
town  was  a missionary  and  military 
center.  Army  troops  assigned  there 
were  to  keep  tabs  on  unruly  Indians. 


On  July  13,  1861,  William  Logan 
received  a coveted  patronage 
appointment  as  U.S.  Indian  agent 
for  the  Warm  Springs  Reservation 
by  President  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr. 

Logan  located  his  new  home  on  Fifteen  Mile  Creek,  and  there  was 
a good  reason  why.  The  new  home’s  location  was  within  fairly  easy 
reach  northward  to  The  Dalles,  site  of  the  Warm  Springs  administrative 
offices,  and  shortened  the  distance  southward  to  the  reservation,  80 
miles  below  The  Dalles. 


Logan  foresaw  trouble  for  Warm  Springs  when  reports  had  told  of 
great  amounts  of  gold  discovered  on  October  23,  1861.  What  he  did 
not  foresee  was  that  the  bonanza  would  lead  to  a mint  being  built  in 
The  Dalles. 


The  first  find  was  in  a gulch 
leading  into  the  Powder  River. 
Near  the  site  of  the  first  strike 
rose  Auburn,  capital  of  the 
gold  rush,  in  the  Elkhom  range 
of  the  Blue  Mountains,  eight 
miles  southwest  of  today’s 
Baker  city.  Today  Auburn  is 
gone  - not  even  a ghost  town 
remains.  But,  from  this  area 
once  left  armed  parties  toting 
millions  upon  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  gold.  Men  on 
horseback,  pack  mules,  freight 
wagons  and  stage  coaches 
overcame  800  winding  miles  of 
almost  impassible  trails  to  get 
the  treasure  to  the  big  trading 
center  of  The  Dalles. 


Somewhere  out  there  in  the 
mining  crowd  was  Logan’s 
ex-workers.  The  almost 
legendary  Blue  Bucket  mine 
of  Oregon  Trail  lore  led  to  the 
eastern  Oregon  gold  discovery. 
The  find  was  made,  almost 
accidentally,  by  the  remnants 
of  a party  of  50  men,  mostly 
in  their  20’s  & 30’s.  They  had 
set  out  from  distant  Portland 
to  seek  the  Blue  Bucket.  The 
party,  dwindled  to  a weary  22, 
camped  in  a high  elevation  one 
chilly  fall  evening.  To  keep 
warm,  Henry  Griffin  dug  into  a 
gravely  bank.  He  spotted  bright 
flecks  of  gold!  His  buddy, 
David  Littlefield  agreed.  As 
they  dug  to  the  bedrock,  the 
gold  increased.  The  party  had 
struck  it  rich. 


Each  of  the  22  men  staked  out  a claim.  All  but  4 departed  before  winter 
closed  in.  Left  to  try  and  mine  in  the  snows  were  Griffin,  Littlefield, 
F.W.  Schriverand  William  Stafford.  By  spring,  they  had  a hefty  fortune. 
With  supplies  low,  Littlefield  and  Schrivcr  set  off  for  “the  outside”  to 
convert  part  of  their  hoard  into  food,  clothing  and  equipment.  They 
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trudged  300  miles  to  Fort  Walla  Walla.  When  storekeepers  looked 
askew  at  the  dust,  a visitor  stepped  forward.  He  was  the  merchant- 
trader  Orlando  Humason  of  W.C.  Moody  & Co.  of  The  Dalles,  one  of 
Logan’s  business  partners.  Then  and  there  Humason  made  Moody  & 
Co.  a gold  trading  firm.  He  bought  the  raw  gold. 

Suddenly,  the  gold  flames  flashed  again.  It  came  on  June  7,  1862,  at 
Whiskey  Gulch  on  Canyon  Creek,  south  and  a bit  east  of  Warm  springs, 
near  the  present  Canyon  City  area.  Here  prospectors  spotted  gold 
nuggets  in  a clear  stream.  Some  $26,000,000  in  gold  came  from  that 
single  little  canyon  alone,  says  Miles  F.  Potter  in  his  book,  Oregon’s 
Golden  Years.  In  another  account  about  The  Dalles,  from  his  book 
Across  the  Continent,  Samuel  Bowles  stated:  “Two  million  dollars  in 
gold  dust  came  in  here  from  eastern  Oregon  and  Idaho  in  the  single 
month  of  June  last  (1865)”. 

The  gold  strike  news  spread  like  wild  fire.  The  “flames”  fanned  out 
into  all  the  Owyhee  country  - eastern  Oregon  and  parts  of  Idaho, 
Washington  & Montana.  Prospectors  swarmed  in.  In  1862  there  were 
some  80,000  prospectors  who  were  seeking  and  finding  their  fortunes. 
It  was  a full-fledged  gold  rush!  This  also  led  to  demands  for  a mint  to 
be  built  in  the  region. 

The  Dalles,  nerve  center  of  the  vast  gold  rush,  reached  a population 
at  times  of  10,000,  counting  those  coming  in  from  the  diggings,  or 
going  to  them.  It  was  here  that  the  raw  gold  seemed  to  always  flow. 
It  was  a busy,  rip-roaring  city.  Business  boomed,  including  such  24- 
hour  conveniences  as  saloons,  gambling  joints  & houses  of  ill  repute. 
Every  man  carried  a handgun.  Some  years  later,  The  Dalles  Chronicle 
commented  on  the  times:  “Payment  for  all  commodities  was  made  in 
gold  dust.  The  god  of  gold  reigned  supreme  in  The  Dalles.  Human 
values  were  forgotten.  Bags  of  gold  were  handled  about  as  freely  as 
other  commodities.  They  were  passed  across  the  counter  and  gambling 
tables  or  bars  in  payment  (of)  merchandise,  debts  or  drinks.  There  was 
no  service  for  less  than  $1.  The  Wells  Fargo  Express  Co.  carried  the 
gold  dust  and  bullion  to  the  San  Francisco  mint  by  boat”.  Gold  coins, 
nearly  all  of  the  coronet  type,  were  the  media  of  exchange,  although 
gold  dust  was  accepted.  Silver  coins  were  far  and  few  between,  with 
any  that  were  found  being  mostly  the  Seated  Liberty  design. 

Dealers  paid  $15  to  $17  a troy  ounce  for  native  gold,  depending  on 
purity.  It  brought  up  to  $21  at  the  San  Francisco  mint,  some  1000  miles 
away.  The  gold  moved  from  The  Dalles  via  riverboat  more  than  90 
miles  to  the  fresh  water  seaport  at  Portland,  and  then  on  ocean  going 
vessels  down  the  lower  Columbia  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  on  to  the 
Golden  Gate  - a clumsy,  costly  arrangement.  A U.S.  mint  and  assay 
office  was  needed  closer  to  the  mines. 

All  things  considered.  The  Dalles  was  the  logical  site.  It  was  the  natural 
gateway  to  and  from  the  huge  expanse  of  gold  fields  300  miles  and 
more  to  the  east.  It  was  in  The  Dalles  that  miners  bought  up  supplies, 
and  also  returned  with  their  packs  of  the  precious  yellow  ore.  The  city 
began  to  challenge  Portland,  recognized  as  the  commercial  center  of 
the  entire  Oregon  Country. 

On  December  17,  1862,  Oregon’s  Senator  James  W.  Nesmith 
introduced  a mint  bill,  with  Portland  as  the  site  named.  It  was  estimated 
that  in  the  facilities  first  year,  it  would  handle  $10,000,000  or  more  in 
raw  gold.  But  compared  to  the  main  mint  in  Philadelphia,  this  mint 
site,  of  course,  was  in  a far  off  and  sparsely  settled  part  of  the  country 
- Oregon  then  being  not  quite  three  years  old  as  a state.  But  Nesmith’s 
bill  was  placed  on  the  backbumer  by  Congressional  committees  busy 
with  the  Civil  War. 

But  on  July  4,  1864,  the  38lh  Congress  in  a wartime  session  agreed 
with  the  Oregon  delegation  that  a mint  should  be  built  to  turn  into 
coins  and  ingots  the  gold  reaching  The  Dalles.  “Be  it  enacted  by  the 


Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  that  a branch  mint  of  the  United  states  be  located 
and  established  at  Dalles  City,  in  the  State  of  Oregon,  for  the  coinage 
of  gold  & silver’’,  states  13  Stat.  L.,  382-83,  which  is  the  reference  to 
the  document  of  143  years  ago.  The  purpose:  To  mint  coinage  badly 
needed  by  the  North  in  its  prosecution  of  the  Civil  War,  and  to  end 
the  long  and  expensive  shipments  by  water  of  the  raw  gold  to  the  San 
Francisco  branch  mint,  some  1000  miles  away.  This  shocked  state 
legislators  and  western  Oregon  dichards  because  it  named  The  Dalles 
as  the  mint  site,  not  Portland.  Also  enacted  were  the  following  officers 
of  said  mint:  one  superintendent,  one  assayer,  one  melter  and  refiner, 
and  one  coiner.  The  superintendent  was  allowed  as  many  clerks  and 
laborers  as  needed  to  run  the  mint. 

The  Mint  Act  authorized  the  striking  of  both  gold  and  silver  at  The 
Dalles.  But  the  predominant  metal  in  the  region  was  gold,  so  silver 
coins  were  probably  not  seriously  considered.  Gold  coins  would  have 
been  the  $1  Indian  Princess  Head  (large  head),  $2.50  Classic  Head, 
possibly  the  $3  Indian  Princess  Head,  and  $5,  $10  & $20  Coronet 
Liberty  Head  coins. 

In  1865,  a bill  which  proposed  changing  the  mint  site  from  The  Dalles  to 
Portland  was  introduced  in  Congress,  reflecting  the  sectional  bickering 
going  on  in  Oregon.  I guess  there  was  political  turmoil,  even  back  then! 
With  sectionalism  and  bureaucratic  delays,  there  was  no  mint  activity 
at  all  in  The  Dalles.  Gold  bullion  accumulated  there,  and  crowds  of 
young  miners  made  it  a wide-open  town. 

Construction  that  had  started  at  the  now  famous  branch  mint  in  Carson 
Territory,  in  1866,  created  new  hope  in  frontier  Oregon.  But  yet  another 
idle  year  passed  by.  The  only  action  taken  on  The  Dalles  mint  act  was 
Congress’  decision  not  to  change  the  site. 

In  1865,  having  set  an  impressive  management  record  as  U.S.  Indian 
agent,  William  Logan  was  given  an  even  more  prestigious  federal 
appointment  - superintendent  of  the  United  Sates  branch  mint  at  The 
Dalles,  Oregon.  President  Lincoln  knew  of  Logan,  and  favorably,  from 
his  record  and  through  several  mutual  friends.  They  may  have  even 
met. 

Logan  appeared  to  be  an  honest,  talented  & well  liked  man  of  the  Old 
West.  The  Dalles  newspaper,  the  Mountaineer,  described  him  as  “a 

friendly  man  of  great  natural  abilities  and  commanding  presence a 

leading  citizen,  generous  to  a fault”. 

Around  mid  year,  1865,  William  Logan,  his  wife  Izza  and  their  son 
Hugh,  15,  left  for  San  Francisco  to  find  medical  help  for  Mrs.  Logan, 
who  had  been  suffering  from  an  illness  for  3 months.  They  checked  in 
at  the  Russ  House  on  June  17.  Mrs.  Logan  responded  well  to  treatment. 

On  the  afternoon  before  departing  to  return  home  on  the  ill  fated 
steamer  SS  Brother  Jonathon,  Logan  and  his  young  son  Hugh  Logan, 
who  was  to  remain  in  San  Francisco  longer,  went  to  the  sub-treasury 
and  picked  up  $15,000  for  Indian  Affairs.  All  the  government  money 
was  in  the  unpopular  greenbacks. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Logan  boarded  the  220-foot  ship  on  the  morning  of  July 
28,  1865.  It  was  a 1360-ton  side-wheeler,  which  sat  low  in  the  water 
with  a heavy  load  of  500  tons  of  cargo.  It  consisted  of  machinery,  casks 
of  whiskey  and  a large  amount  of  money.  The  vessel  held  between  220 
and  255  passengers  and  crew.  Among  the  passengers  was  Major  E.W. 
Eddy,  an  army  paymaster,  and  his  clerk,  taking  $200,000  in  U.S.  Notes 
north  for  the  military. 

Over  the  next  2 days  of  sailing,  the  wind  intensified  beyond  gale  force, 
and  the  waves  ran  mountain-top  high.  On  July  30,  1865,  at  mid-day, 
the  ship’s  end  was  drawing  near.  As  Captain  Samuel  J.  DeWolf  tried 
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in  vain  to  guide  his  craft  to  safety  in  the  harbor  of  Crescent  City,  a 
huge  wave  tossed  the  ship,  and  impaled  it  on  the  undersea  tip  of  Saint 
George  Reef,  eight  miles  off  shore.  The  impact  was  so  jarring  that  both 
passengers  and  crew  were  tossed  overboard.  As  She  broke  apart,  one 
lifeboat  load  of  19  persons  reached  shore.  William  and  Izza  were  not 
among  them.  So  ended  the  would-be  legacy  of  The  Dalles  first  mint 
superintendent,  William  Logan.  Had  he  lived,  the  story  of  the  mint  at 
The  Dalles  might  have  been  a far  different  one. 

The  ship  was  finally  located  in  1993.  A bounty  of  more  than  1200  gold 
coins  was  recovered,  dominated  by  mint  state  1865-S  double  eagles. 

According  to  the  Wasco  County  book  of  deeds,  Mary  Laughlin,  who 
was  the  widow  of  William  Laughlin  (Wasco  county  pioneers),  donated 
a one  block  site  for  the  mint  on  June  6,  1 865. 

Almost  three  years  later,  the  Mountaineer  broke  the  good  news  that  2 
local  men  had  been  named  to  start  the  branch  mint  project.  Harvey  A. 
Hogue  was  appointed  construction  superintendent,  and  D.M.  French, 
disbursing  agent.  Then  there  was  silence  from  the  east.  Six  weeks  later 
the  impatient  Mountaineer  assumed  there  had  been  another  runaround. 
It  told  readers,  “Our  faith  in  the  final  building  and  establishment  of  the 
branch  mint  in  The  Dalles  wavers,  flickers,  dies  and  skedaddles.  We 
advise  our  friends  to  no  longer  hold  the  future  of  our  town  upon  the 
building  of  the  branch  mint,  as  we  honestly  believe  that  it  will  never  be 
accomplished”. 

However,  on  June  27,  1868,  the  Mountaineer  was  glad  to  report  that 
“a  commission  was  received  by  H.A.  Hogue  as  superintendent  (of 
construction)  and  D.M.  French  as  disbursing  agent  for  erection  of  the 
branch  mint.  Once  more  indications  arc  favorable  that  the  long  talked 
of  branch  mint  will  be  built”. 

Local  suppliers  were  to  furnish  brick,  sand,  lime,  lumber  and  similar 
supplies.  Sandstone  and  granite  would  be  cut  from  quarries  on  Mill 
Creek  and  hauled  by  horse-drawn  drays  five  miles  to  the  mint  site. 


On  the  blueprints,  the  design  for  the  mint  building  was  well 
proportioned  and  attractive.  To  the  non-architectural  eye,  it  was  shaped 
like  two  rectangles,  one  larger  than  the  other,  placed  across  each  other. 
The  Carson  City  mint  is  of  similar  design.  Plans  at  The  Dalles  called 
for  the  lengthwise  portion  to  be  just  over  90  feet,  by  almost  51  feet. 
The  crosswise  section,  which  had  the  main  entrance  at  one  end  and  an 
engine-boiler  room  attached  at  the  rear,  was  63  feet  by  5 1 feet,  8 inches. 

“The  building  is  to  be  two  stories  high,  having  a basement  under  all  of 
it”,  stated  A.  B.  Mullet,  the  Treasury  departments’  supervising  architect. 
“It  will  be  constructed  of  stone  and  brick,  portions  of  it  will  be  groined 
for  brick  floors  and  portions  will  have  wooden  floors”.  The  blueprints 
were  complete  for  the  mint,  but  never  entirely  used  to  complete  the 
building. 

The  mint’s  bright  top,  had  it  been  built  as  planned,  would  have  been  a 
colorful  landmark  visible  for  miles  around  from  The  Dalles,  for  it  was 
to  be  “painted  with  three  coats  of  linseed  oil  and  Venetian  red”. 

By  April,  1869,  Hogue  wrote  to  Mullet,  stating  “1  hope  to  get  the 
building  erected  and  roof  on  before  winter.  Yesterday  I wrote  you  that 
1 had  been  to  Portland  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  more  stone  masons 
and  cutters”. 

Sealed  bids  from  suppliers  were  opened  on  April  29,  1869,  by  French, 
Hogue  and  Samuel  I.  Brooks  of  the  Department  of  Collector  of  the  U.S. 
Revenue  Service.  An  idea  of  the  project’s  size  and  of  the  1 869  prices  of 
materials  is  had  from  a preview  of  successful  bids.  (The  word  “perch” 
was  used  in  a number  of  instances,  and  was  a measurement  of  stone, 
usually  equal  to  24.75  cubic  feel).  Following  arc  some  of  the  successful 
bids: 

A.C.  Phelps,  hauling  dimension  limestone  from  .1.11.  Phillips,  $3  per 
perch;  A.C.  Phelps,  hauling  wall  granite  from  quarry,  $2.90  per  perch; 
Bulger  & Gibbons,  dimensional  sandstone  quarried  and  delivered,  $2.40 
per  perch;  Bulger  & Gibbons,  wall  sandstone  quarried  and  delivered, 


16  SUMMER  2010  | BRASHER  BULLETIN 


$2.23  per  perch;  Bulger  & Gibbons,  sand  delivered,  4 cents  per  bushel; 
Abrams  & Newell,  bricks  delivered  $15  per  1000;  Abrams  & Bonay, 
fir  lumber  delivered,  $20  per  1000  feet;  Abrams  & Bonay,  pine  lumber 
delivered,  $25  per  1000  feet;  J.M.  French,  Rosendale  cement  delivered, 
$8.62  a barrel;  J.M.  French,  Santa  Cruz  lime  delivered,  $5.62  a barrel. 
Today,  those  prices  are  almost  unbelievable. 

On  June  11,  1869,  the  Mountaineer  told 
its  readers  that  “the  basement  walls  are 
almost  completed  and  the  structure  is 
beginning  to  raise  itself  above  the  ground. 

The  brick  laying  is  progressing  finely  and 
a great  many  beautiful  arches  now  span  the 
basement  built  by  Mr.  Runey,  the  mechanic 
in  the  brick  department”. 

Late  in  1869  the  first  floor  of  the  structure 
was  completed  and  much  admired  for  the 
beauty  of  its  stonework.  The  one-foot  thick 
blocks,  with  widths  and  lengths  varying, 
some  one  foot  and  others  two,  had  raised 
outside  surfaces,  dressed  with  flat  borders. 

Later,  in  1 922  The  Dalles  Chronicle  wrote 
of  the  building  “Each  block  was  dressed  to 
perfect  shape  by  skilled  Dalles  masons.  The 
window  ledges  are  of  one  stone,  perfectly 
set  in  place.  The  spacious  front  doorway 
is  plain  but  attractive  in  the  massive 
stone  arrangement,  with  a narrow  border 
just  above  the  door.  A wide  single  step 
leads  to  the  door.  The  same  durability  of 
structure  marks  the  interior,  the  partitions 
being  of  stone  and  brick.  The  basement  is 
a labyrinth  of  arched  stone  supports  and 
passageways”. 


supplies,  tools  and  equipment.  But  the  mint  was  not  about  to  fade 
peacefully  into  limbo.  Instead,  it  was  to  play  something  of  a hero’s  role 
in  a catastrophe  that  hit  The  Dalles  in  1871.  Hogue  describes  the  action 
as  he  did  for  Mullet: 

“I  regret  to  inform  you that  a disastrous  fire  occurred  in  this  city, 

destroying  completely  75  business  houses,  shops  and  dwellings,  in 

which  the  government  sustained  a loss, 
approximating  $1500  in  the  burning  of 
lumber  and  tools”.  He  also  went  on  to 
narrate  the  character  of  the  fire,  and  how 
the  little  mint  building  saved  the  day: 

“The  wind  blew  furiously,  making 
a perfect  tempest  of  fire  sweeping 
everything  before  it-houses,  fences, 
sidewalks,  street  crossings,  shrubbery, 

trees on  four  entire  blocks,  220  x 300 

feet,  and  two  half  blocks.  Burning  shingles 
were  carried  miles  from  the  City  by  the 
wind;  one  picked  up  three  miles  out.  Two 
haystacks  were  fired  and  burned  from  this 
cause,  more  than  a half  a mile  from  the 
nearest  fire”. 

It  must  have  been  with  genuine  pride  in 
his  abbreviated  building  that  Hogue  wrote, 
“The  fire  was  not  checked  until  it  reached 
the  mint  building,  which  being  located 
in  the  center  of  a block,  constructed  of 
stone,  broke  the  current  and  fury  of  the 
flames.  And  (the)  adjoining  block  above, 
being  vacant,  enabled  the  firemen  and 
citizens  to  control  it,  and  prevented  further 
destruction  of  property”. 


Then,  over  a period  of  weeks,  very  little 
change  was  noticed.  Work  had  all  but 
stopped.  The  Mountaineer  spoke  on  June 
28,  1870:  “We  are  informed  that  orders 
have  been  received  by  superintendent 
Hogue  to  suspend  for  the  present,  work 
on  the  mint  building”.  That  was  the  end 
of  the  dream  of  a mint  at  The  Dalles.  The 
famous  coinage  act  of  February  12,  1873, 
by  omission,  made  it  official.  The  act 
named  mints  and  assay  offices  authorized 
to  operate  in  the  U.S.  The  Dalles  branch 
had  been  omitted. 

Several  factors  contributed  to  the  demise  of  the  Dalles  mint.  First,  of 
course,  the  Treasury  and  Mint  by  policy  did  not  want  another  mint. 
Second,  the  region’s  gold  rush  was  drawing  to  an  end  in  1870,  being 
nine  years  old.  Cost  over-runs,  workers  leaving  to  work  the  gold  fields, 
and  flooding  from  the  Columbia  River,  also  contributed  to  the  project 
running  two  years  behind  schedule  and  led  eventually  to  the  project's 
end.  Gold  production  slowed,  as  the  easily  reached  surface  gold  had 
been  recovered.  Also  by  1 870,  roads  had  improved  to  handle  stagecoach 
shipments.  This,  and  the  coming  of  the  railroads  to  the  West  spelled  the 
end  of  the  complicated  passage  of  gold  by  river  and  deep  see  vessels. 
Then,  too,  money  was  becoming  in  exceedingly  short  supply  with  the 
approach  of  a nationwide  financial  depression  which  reached  its  peak 
with  the  “Panic  of  1 873”. 

Construction  superintendent  Hogue  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  one- 
story  building  and  was  to  sell  off  the  government’s  surplus  materials, 


Although  the  mint  building  escaped  the 
flames  of  1871,  not  so  in  1943  when 
fire  badly  damaged  the  rear  interior.  The 
structure,  by  then  in  private  ownership  as 
it  is  today,  was  repaired  in  1947. 

On  March  3,  1875,  the  43rd  Congress 
passed  an  act  giving  the  building  to  the 
state  of  Oregon,  not  to  The  Dalles  which 
had  provided  the  mints  site.  The  donation 

was  made  “on  condition  that  the 

building  and  lot  shall  be  appropriated  by 

the  state to  the  use  of  some  educational 

or  charitable  institution”. 

Years  later,  the  State,  unable  to  find  a proper  use  for  the  structure,  sold 
it  in  1889  to  private  citizens,  allocating  the  money  to  public  education 
funds.  A large  concrete  block  addition  was  later  constructed  on  the  north 
side  of  the  building  and  the  building  was  put  to  other  uses.  The  building 
has  sat  vacant  for  years  at  a time  over  the  past  century.  However,  there 
have  been  a number  of  owners  of  the  building,  who  have  put  it  to 
various  uses.  In  the  early  1970’s,  it  housed  Ralph’s  Transfer  & Storage 
Co.  Prior  to  that  was  the  R.W.  Hughes  Feed  & Grain  Co.  It  is  currently 
home  to  the  Erin  Glenn  Winery. 

The  United  States  mint  at  The  Dalles,  however,  was  a reality.  The  old 
building  still  stands  after  almost  150  years,  and  still  serves  a purpose 
in  the  21s'  century. 
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Book  Review 
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DIGGING  FOR  GOLD  WITHOUT  A SHOVEL 

The  Letters  of  Daniel  Wadsworth  Coit 

Submitted  by  Lena  Taylor  & Sarah  Dreyfuss 

In  this  complilation  of  letters  and  sketches,  the  reader 
learns  about  Daniel  Wadsworth  Coit’s  life  over  the  span 
of  three  years  while  in  Mexico  City  and  San  Francisco. 

The  Introduction,  written  by  the  book’s  editor  George 
P.  Hammond,  gives  a background  into  the  man  behind 
these  pieces. 

Introduction 

Nearly  every  ‘49er  came  to  California  with  pick 
and  shovel  - pack  on  his  back  or  sea  chest  filled  with 
necessaries  - some  enthusiasts  even  provided  with  an 
elaborate  gold-washing  machine.  The  cross-country  trek 
or  ocean  voyage,  begun  in  holiday  mood  by  most  of  the 
gold-seekers,  too  often  turned  into  a tough  struggle  in 
which  the  lucky  ones  survived  and  reached  journey’s 
end,  stripped  of  most  of  their  baggage,  jettisoned  along 
the  way. 

Daniel  Wadsworth  Coit  was  not  this  kind  of 
‘49er.  He  was  a man  of  different  mold,  intelligent  and 
shrewd,  who  toted  up  a balance  sheet  before  plunging 
into  a project.  He  brought  no  shovel,  no  pick,  no  gold- 
washing invention.  In  fact,  when  he  went  to  Mexico 
in  January,  1848,  on  a business  trip,  he  had  probably 
never  dreamt  of  California,  for  this  was  before  the  gold 
discovery.  There  was  then  no  magic  in  the  California. 

Coit  meant  only  to  stay  in  Mexico  one  year,  according  to 
his  agreement,  and  then  return  to  his  family  in  Connecticut 

But  fate  intervened.  The  month  of  August,  1848,  brought  the  startling  gold  news  to  Mexico  City,  authentic  news, 
carried  by  Lieutenant  Edward  F.  Beale  of  the  United  States  Navy,  official  dispatched  from  the  highest  California  officials. 
Moving  in  the  upper  echelon  of  the  American  colony,  Coit  learned  the  news  at  once,  and  almost  as  quickly  developed  a 
project  for  profiting  from  the  discovery.  True  to  his  instincts  and  training  as  a businessman,  he  stuck  to  his  last,  aiming  to 
supply  Californians  with  gold  and  silver  coin,  of  which  there  was  only  a miserly  amount  on  that  frontier,  in  exchange  for 
gold  dust  which  he  would  sell  at  good  commission. 

In  time,  the  plan  matured.  Coit  reached  San  Francisco  in  April,  1849,  at  the  very  height  of  the  gold  excitement, 
when  that  city,  Benicia,  and  other  towns  were  in  a frenzy  of  real  estate  speculation  brought  on  by  the  steady  stream  of 
gold  from  the  placers  and  the  mass  of  humanity  that  descended  on  California  almost  overnight. 

Of  these  fantastic  events,  Coit  proved  a faithful  recorder.  From  Mexico,  he  wrote  regularly  to  his  wife,  giving  a pen 
picture,  in  letters  and  sketches,  of  that  county  and  its  people  during  the  turbulent  aftermath  of  war.  And  when  he  came  to 
San  Francisco,  he  was  one  of  the  few  to  make  it  his  base  of  activity,  instead  of  seeking  a will-of-the-wisp  fortune  in  some 
remote  mining  camp.  In  the  burgeoning  city  of  San  Francisco,  which  grew  from  a few  hundred  residents  to  scores  of 
thousands  in  four  or  five  years,  he  witnessed  an  endless  procession  of  gold-seekers,  successful  or  unsuccessful,  trudging 
the  streets  in  search  of  a job,  stifling  their  disappointment  or  sating  their  luck  in  drinking  and  gambling,  happily  booking 
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passage  home  with  a substantial  pile  of  dust  in  their  bags;  or  dying  in  loneliness,  of  disease,  hardship,  or  frustration,  their 
hopes  blasted,  their  lives  ruined. 


All  the  while,  Coit  kept  close  to  his  business  of  trading,  investing,  buying  gold,  gold  that  the  other  fellow  had 
mined  with  back-breaking  labor.  His  business  prospered,  and  allowing  Coit  relative  leisure,  with  which  he  perfected 
the  aforementioned  letters  and  sketches  of  his  surroundings  to  send  to  his  wife  in  Connecticut.  Today,  thesee  letters  and 
drawings,  provide  a a rich  and  detailed  documentation  of  his  life  in  gold-rush-era  California. 


“From  Mexico , he  wrote 
regularly  to  his  wife , giving 
a pen  picture , in  letters  and 
sketches , of  that  county  and 
its  people  during  the  turbulent 
aftermath  of  war. 


* - A 
*.TA  ••  • • 


“When  he  came  to 
San  Francisco , he 
was  one  of  the  few 
to  make  it  his  base 
of  activity,  instead  of 
seeking  a will-of-the- 
wisp  fortune  in  some 
remote  mining  camp.  ” 
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auction 

highlights 


Heritage 


LOT 

AUCTION 

DATE 

AUCTION 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

REALIZED 

1973 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

(1837-42)  $2  1/2  C.  Bechtler  Quarter  Eagle,  67G.  21C. 
AU55  PCGS.  K-10,  R.5 

$16,100.00 

1974 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1860  $2  1/2  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Quarter  Eagle  MS64 
PCGS.  K-l . R.4 

$51,750.00 

1978 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1860  $10  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Ten  Dollar  AU50  PCGS. 
K-3,  R.5 

$27,600.00 

1979 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1860  $10  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Ten  Dollar  AU53  PCGS. 
K-3,  R.5 

$40,250.00 

1986 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

19861861  $20  Clark,  Gmber  $20  Copper  Die  Trial  VF20 
NGC.  K-l 2c,  R.6 

$4,025.00 

1987 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

Banking  House  of  C.A.  Cook  & Co.  Twenty  Five  Cents 
Note 

$4,312.50 

1989 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

(3)  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  Checks  and  (5)  Denver,  Colorado 
Private  Scrip....  (Total:  8 items) 

$1,955.00 

1990 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1851  $50  RE  Humbert  Fifty  Dollar,  Reeded  Edge,  887 
Thous.  XF45  NGC.  K-6,  R.4 

$29,900.00 

1993 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1852  $10  Assay  Office  Ten  Dollar  AU55  PCGS.  K-l 2,  High 
R.7 

$17,250.00 

1996 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1850  $5  Mormon  Five  Dollar  AU58  NGC.  K-5,  High  R.5 

$47,437.50 

2011 

6/6/2010 

#1140 

1876  $!  Indian  Octagonal  1 Dollar,  BG-1 1 13,  R.7,  AU55 
PCGS 

$5,462.50 

Holabird-Kagin  Americana 


LOT 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

REALIZED 

132 

Chinese  Silver  Ingots,  1900 

$900 

283 

South  Bodie  Gold  Mining  Company  Stock  Certificate,  September  16,  1878 

$950 

287 

Calaveras,  Amalgam  Told  Ingot 

$1,700 
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Stack's 

The  C.B.  Slade,  Jr.  Estate,  Session  Two 


LOT 

AUCTION 

DATE 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

REALIZED 

2384 

6/15/2010 

Undated  (1837-42)  C.  Bechtler  $5.  K-23.  Rarity-6+.  128  G,  Star,  22C, 
RUTHERF.  AU  DETAILS 

2,760.00 

2386 

6/15/2010 

Undated  (1842-50)  A.  Bechtler  $5.  K-27.  Rarity-5-.  134  G,  21  CARAl’S.  AU 
DETAILS 

83,450.00 

2349 

6/15/2010 

1876  Octagonal  250.  BG-799A.  Indian  Head.  Ranty-6+.  MS-63  (PCGS) 

81,150.00 

2406 

6/15/2010 

1870  Octagonal  500.  BG-908.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-65 

8805.00 

2408 

6/15/2010 

1873  Round  250.  BG-874.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-6-.  MS-63  (NGC) 

~~ $488.75 

Stack's 

The  Nashville  Sale,  Session  One 


LOT 

AUCTION 

DATE 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

REALIZED 

4277 

5/21/2010 

1855  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $50  gold.  K-9.  Rarity-5.  GENUINE  (PCGS) 

$34,500.00 

4278 

5/21/2010 

1860  Clark,  Gruber,  & Co.  $10  gold.  K-3.  Rarity-5.  GENUINE  (PCGS) 

$18,400.00 

4280 

5/21/2010 

Undated  (1853)  Octagonal  $1.  Liberty  Head.  BG-501.  Rarity-5-.  MS-62  (NGC) 

$6,900.00 

Bowers  & Merena 


The  June  2010  Baltimore  Auction 


LOT 

DESCRIPTION 

PRICES 

REALIZED 

8 

1863  G.  Parsons.  Fuld-630BE-7e.  Rarity-9.  White  Metal.  MS-60  (Uncertified) 

$230 

9 

1863  Edwd.  Schulze's  Restaurant.  Fuld-630BO-2C.  Rarity-9.  MS-64  (NGC) 

$288 

10 

1863  Frank  L.  Gay,  Bookseller.  Fuld-700E-2J.  Rarity-8.  MS-63  (NGC) 

$115 

339 

A Gold  Nugget 

$679 

3432 

1852  Augustus  Humbert  $50  Gold.  Reeded  Edge.  K-ll.  Rarity-5.  887  THOUS.  AU-55  (PCGS) 

$52,900 

3434 

1852  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $50  Gold.  K-14.  Rarity-5+.  900  THOUS.  EF-40 
(PCGS) 

$25,964 

3433 

1852  Augustus  Humbert  $50  Gold.  Reeded  Edge.  K-ll.  Rarity-5.  887  THOUS.  VF-35  (PCGS) 

$20,700 

3435 

1852  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $10  Gold.  K-l2a(2).  Rarity-5.  884  THOUS.  AU-53 
(PCGS! 

$9,200 

3439 

1852  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  $10  Gold.  K-4.  Rarity-5.  Large  Head.  Wide  Date.  EF-40  (PCGS) 

$8,970 

3440 

1855  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  Gold.  K-3b.  Rarity-5.  Short  Arrows.  AU-58  (NGC). 

$10,933 

3442 

1849  Oregon  Exchange  Company  $5  Gold.  K-l.  Rarity-5.  AU  Details-Tooled  (NGC) 

$37,950 

3443 

1849  Mormon  $2.50  Gold.  K-1.  Rarity-5+.  VF-35  (PCGS).  CAC-Gold  Label.  OGH— First 
Generation 

$53,763 

3450 

1868  Octagonal  25  Cents.  BG-799T.  Rarity-5+.  Indian  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS) 

$396 

SUMMER  2010  I BRASHER  BULLETIN  21 


3454 

"1852”  Round  25  Cents.  BG-891.  Rarity-5-.  Indian  Head.  MS-65  (PCGS) 

$1,323 

3457 

1871  Octagonal  50  Cents.  BG-927.  Rarity-5-.  Die  State  II.  Liberty  Head.  MS-65  (NGC) 

$2,881 

3461 

1860  Octagonal  $1.  BG-1102.  Rarity -4.  Liberty  Head.  MS-64  (PCGS) 

$2,415 

3462 

1876  Octagonal  $1.  BG-1 117.  Rarity-7+.  Liberty  Head.  MS-63  (PCGS) 

$8,913 

Brasher  Bulletin  Newsletter 
Dates  and  Deadlines  for  2010 

Dear  Advertisers  and  Columnists, 

Please  refer  to  the  dates  below,  they  are  the  last  date  we  are  able  to  accept  ads  & 
articles  for  each  edition  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin  in  2010. 


Spring  2010  Issue 
Articles  &Ads  due  3/11/2010 

Summer  2010  issue 
articles  & ads  due  6/14/2010 


Fall/Winter  2010  issue 
Articles  &ads  due  9/06/2010 


To  submit  your  ad,  please  send  your  electronic  file  in  pdf  format  to 
lena@kagins.com. 

• To  submit  your  article,  please  send  a MS  Word  document  file  with  the  content  and 

I separately  send  images  in  jpeg  or  gif  format  to  lena@kagins.com. 

I We  look  forward  to  your  submissions!  Thank  you. 
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By  Dan  Owens 

In  2003,  Walter  Breen  and  Ron  Gillio’s  standard  reference 
work  entitled  California  Pioneer 

Fractional  Gold  was  updated  with  the  publication  of  a long 
overdue  2nd  edition.  The  lead 

author  of  this  work  was  scholar  Robert  Leonard  Jr.  California 
Small-Denomination  Gold  expert  Mike  Locke  was  often  cited 
in  this  text  for  his  knowledgeable  contributions. 

The  text  of  the  second  edition  contained  a small  essay  I wrote 
entitled  “Did  Period  One  California  Small-Denomination  Gold 
Pieces  Actually  Circulate?”  My  answer  was  yes.  I cited  among 
other  evidence  a news  item  from  the  April  29th  1853,  edition  of  the 
Sacramento  Union  that  described  a California  pioneer  25  cent  gold 
piece  in  circulation  with  the  following:  “A  New  Coin.-A  gold  coin  bear- 
ing the  die  of  the  United  States  Government,  of  the  denomination  of  25 
cents,  and  no  larger  in  the  periphery  of  its  dimensions  than  a small  shirt  but- 
ton, has  lately  made  its  appearance  as  a legal  tender  of  the  circulating  medium...” 

I also  cited  a passage  taken  from  a letter  immigrant  adventurer  Frank  Lecouvreur 
wrote  to  his  father  in  November  of  1853.  The  letter  contained  a list  of  coins  that  circulated  in  San  Francisco  back  then  including 
gold  half  and  quarter-dollar  pieces. 

Since  the  release  of  California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold,  I have  on  occasion  come  across  new 
passages  on  these  historic  pieces.  I thought  that  I would  share  some  of  my  favorite  ones  with  the 
readers  of  the  Brasher  Bulletin  and  asked  Locke  for  his  comments  on  the  findings.  1 


On  June  8,  1854,  the  Alton  (Illinois)  Weekly  Courier , contained  the  following  news  item: 

The  Gold  Quarter. 

We  were  shown  on  Saturday  a wee  bit 
gold  piece,  in  octagonal  form,  less  in  size  than  a 
three  cent  piece,  about  the  thickness  of  a wafer, 
having  the  stars  and  genius  of  liberty  on  one  side, 
and  a simple  wreath,  enclosing  “quar.  dol.”  on  the 
other.  It  was  passed  in  the  city  by  a returned 
Californian.  It  was  a pretty  little  piece,  but  rather  too 
small  for  practical  purposes. 

Question:  Based  on  the  preceding  passage  do  you  think  that  Period  1,  1853-1857  California  Small-Denomination  Gold  pieces 
ever  circulated  outside  of  California? 


Locke:  “It  was  passed  in  the  city”,  indicating  that  the  returned  Californian  spent  it,  and  it  was  accepted.  This  may  be  the  first  indi- 
cation of  the  coins  circulating  outside  of  California.  I 

strongly  suspect  that  most  California  Small-Denomination  Gold  that  saw  circulation,  did  so 
on  a ‘one  time’  basis,  away  from  San  Francisco  and  California;  taken  by  a merchant  who 
then  kept  it  as  a curiosity. 

The  Sacramento  based  Democratic  State  Journal  reported  the  following  newsworthy  item 
on  April  6th  of  1854: 

Bogus  Gold  Dollars. -Officer  Cody  yesterday  morning  arrested  an 
hombre  who  was  peddling  “eight  square”  dollar  pieces,  and  selling 
them  at  75  cents  each.  Seventy-seven  were  found  in  his  possession, 
all  of  which  were  bogus,  containing  but  a small  proportion  of  gold. 
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The  Recorder  handed  the  offender  over  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Grand  Jury. 

Question:  Clearly  the  reporter  is  describing  octagonal  California  Small-Denomination  Gold  dollars.  1 could  find  no  evidence  of 
any  further  legal  action  against  the  suspect.  Do  you  think 

the  gentleman  who  was  arrested  could  have  been  working  for  a San  Francisco  based 
manufacturer  and  was  helping  to  move  their  lightweight  gold  pieces  in  Sacramento  or  were 
these  particular  lightweight  CSDG  being  traded  like  souvenirs? 

Locke:  1 have  no  further  evidence  on  which  to  base  any  opinions  on  the  motivation  of  the 
person  selling  California  gold  $1  coins  in  Sacramento.  I do  note  that  this  is  strong  evidence  that 
the  coins  were  not  circulating  at  this  time. 

The  editor  of  the  Baltimore  Sun  on  February  12,  1855  wrote: 

A “Small”  Remittance  has  reached  us  from  California  which 
acquaints  us  with  another  of  the  wonderful  things  in  that  quarter, 
and  shows  that  the  Yankeeland  of  gold  is  not  only  great  in  large 
things,  but  also  in  small  ones.  Embraced  in  a remittance  from 
California  for  132  subscriptions  to  the  Sun , were  four  small 
gold  coins,  of  octagon  form,  which  would  put  those  who 
grumble  at  the  neat  and  now  very  popular  gold  dollar  entirely  to 
the  blush.  They  proved  to  be  representatives  of  the  “quarter” 
only  of  those  famous  little  dollars,  and  have  on  one  side  the 
liberty  head  and  five  stars,  and  on  the  reverse  simply  “1/4  dollar,  1854,” 
enclosed  in  a circle.  The  coin  is  neatly  milled  at  the  edges,  like 
unto  our  national  issues,  though  of  course  only  pretending  to  be 
the  fruit  of  “private  enterprise.”  It  is  about  as  thick- we  were  going 
to  say-as  a sheet  of  paper-and  so  it  is,  if  the  paper  be  only  as  thick 
as  an  ordinary  visiting  card.  Its  breadth  is  not  quite  so  great  as  that 
of  the  original  issue  of  gold  dollars,  yet  is  not  much  less.  Coins,  we 
believe,  equally  as  finitesimal  are  quite  common  in  the  different  States 
in  the  European  continent. 

Question:  Was  the  previous  author  correct  in  stating  that  coins  of  a similar  size  circulated  as  money  in  Europe? 

Locke:  As  far  as  I know,  no  10mm  diameter  coins  were  common  in  circulation  in  Europe 

in  1854.  However,  silver  coins  of  this  size  were  common  in  circulation  in  Central  and  South  America.  These  were  valued  at  !4 
Real,  or  $0.03125.  Popularly  known  as  the  “pill”,  they  are  thicker  and  smaller  in  diameter  than  USA  issued  silver  $0.03  silver 
coins. 

Many  European  countries  issued  gold  % Ducat  (equivalent  to  $1/2  US),  1/8  Ducat,  1/16 
Ducat  and  1/32  Ducat  coins  in  the  18th  century.  These  were  mostly  treated  as  souvenirs  even 

though  they  had  an  internationally  recognized  denomination.  My  copy  of  “Coins  of  the  World”  by  Imlay  and  Bicknell,  1859  does 
not  illustrate  any  of  these. 

Lastly,  there  are  very  small  token  play  money  issues  from  Europe  (mostly  England)  from 
about  that  time.  Someone  in  the  USA  might  mistake  said  play  money  as  coins  of  the  realm. 

The  New  York  Times  in  May  of  1853,  stated  that  “Gold  coin,  representing  the  value  of  one  dollar  and  a half  dollar,  have  recently 
been  issued  in  San  Francisco”.  This  news  had  arrived  back  from  San  Francisco  on  the  steamer  Prometheus.  I searched  through 
half  a dozen  Gold  Rush  newspapers  but  failed  to  locate  the  original  source  of  this  statement.  Perhaps  these  pieces  had  been  carried 
back  to  New  York  amongst  the  personal  possessions  of  the  passengers.  Without  question  a large  number  of  CSDG  pieces  were 
saved  by  gold  seekers  in  search  of  souvenirs  of  their  adventure  in  California  and  this  is  why  they  still  survive  today. 

On  June  17,  1857,  the  New  Orleans  Picayune  contained  the  following  piece: 

Gold  Quarter.-The  Charleston  Courier 
tells  of  a gold  quarter,  of  California  private 
coinage,  fresh  and  bright  from  the  mint.  It 
weighs  three  grains,  is  three  eights  of  an 
inch  in  diameter  and  nearly  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  circumference.  On  one  side  a 
wreath,  open  at  top,  encircles  the  figures  and 
word  “1/4  dollar,  1856”,  while  on  the  reverse 
is  the  capped  turbaned  head  of  liberty,  in  a 
circle  of  then  starts.  The  perimeter  on  both 
sides  has  a raised  edge. 

Question:  Whether  this  piece  was  still  circulating  in  the  streets  of  San  Francisco  or  not. 


■ qc 

^ & 7 
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based  oil  its  description  it  was  apparently  in  a condition  that  led  the  newspa- 
per to  describe  it  as  “fresh  and  bright”.  The  Winfield  Scott,  which  wrecked 
on  the  rocky  shores  of  Anacapa  Island  on  December  2nd  1853,  had  a 
^ number  of  circulated  CSDG  pieces  in  its  hold.  Regarding  Period  1 
CSDG  gold  pieces  can  you  give  me  some  examples  of  pieces  you 
have  seen  with  circulation  wear? 


On  December  2,  1869,  the  San  Francisco  Daily  Evening 
Bulletin  carried  a story  that  the 

Newburger  & Co.  safe  had  been  robbed  and  a few  thousand 
dollars  in  coin  and  currency  was  taken.  Elias  Newberger  was  a 
money  broker  on  Montgomery  Street.  The  police  solved  the  case 
and  the  recovered  property  was  documented  in  the  newspaper.  In- 
cluded in  the  list  of  recovered  items  was  United  States  silver  and  gold 
coin;  77  gold  quarter  dollar  pieces;  20  gold  half  dollar  pieces; 

2 gold  one  dollar  pieces;  one  fifty  dollar  slug;  and  a number  of  foreign 
coins  from  England,  Spain,  France,  etc. 

At  first  I thought  this  might  be  evidence  that  Period  2 1858-1882,  California 
Small-Denomination  gold  pieces  were  in  circulation.  However  after  reading  other  ac- 


Locke:  I have  not  kept  a list  of  worn  CSDG  pieces,  so  1 can- 
not easily  provide  the  same.  Here  are  some  from  the  top  of 
my  head.  These  are  coins  that  1 have  seen  with  what  looks 
like  circulation  wear,  as  compared  to  glossy  “finger  rub”  or 
jewelry  use.  There  are  probably  a few  more  to  add  to  the  list, 
but  this  is  what  I can  do  off  the  top  of  my  head;  BG  101,  BG 
206,  BG  209,  BG401, 

BG  501,  BG  602,  and  BG  603. 


counts  of  the 

money  brokerage  business  conducted  during  this  time  period,  I now  believe  a number  of  brokers  on  Montgomery  Street  had  Pe- 
riod 2 CSDG  gold  pieces  for  sale  in  their  display  cases.  The  buyers  of  these  pieces  were  often  souvenir  seekers. 

One  interesting  side  note,  Mr.  Newberger  and  S.S.  Cohn  were  working  together  as  Exchange  Brokers  according  to  the  1869  San 
Francisco  Directory.  In  the  summer  of  1888,  Cohn  purchased 

a prohibitively  rare  Cincinnati  Mining  & Trading  Company  $10  gold  piece  from  someone  who  walked  in  off  the  street  to  his  ex- 
change office.  It  was  simply  passed  over  the  counter  with  some  other  coins.  Cohn  knew  the  piece  was  extraordinary  when  he  saw 
it,  and  subsequently  received  a number  of  bids  for  the  coin. 


Question:  I can  visualize  some  gentleman  who  was  a coin  collector  and  interested  in  CSDG 
gazing  into  the  window  of  a broker’s  office  on  Montgomery  Street  in  the  1800’s  and  spying  a rare  piece  from  Period  1 and  pur- 
chasing it.  When  was  the  earliest  auction  record  you  have  of  CSDG  trading  hands  at  auction? 


Locke:  The  earliest  auction  record  I have  for  CSDG  is  June  12th  1855,  for  a group  lot  of 
4 BG  102s. 


In  April  of  1853,  California  Small-Denomination  gold  makers  Deriberpie,  Nouizillet  and  Routhier  were  arrested  on  a charge  of 
counterfeiting.  They  were  suspected  of  being  part  of  a gang  manufacturing  1852  Wass,  Molitor  & Co.  gold  eagles.  I could  find  no 
further  evidence  that  they  were  prosecuted  and  they  continued  to  strike  coins  after  their  arrest.  2 

When  Nouizillet  left  the  San  Francisco  jewelry  business,  his  tooling,  dies,  and  other  equipment  ended  up  in  the  hands  of  manu- 
facturing jeweler  Robert  B.  Gray  circa  1858-1859.  Gray  was  in  a partnership  with  F.W.  Crosby  that  ended  on  January  6,  1859. 
Crosby  was  listed  as  being  associated  with  him  in  the  1858  San  Francisco  City  Directory.  In  1870  Gray  sold  his  jewelry  factory  to 
the  California  Jewelry  Company  as  witnessed  by  the  following  passage  taken  from  the  July  31  Alta  California: 

The  pioneer  jewelry  factory  of  R.B.  Gray,  on  Merchant  Street, 
established  when  the  city  was  in  its  infancy,  has  been  sold  to  Messrs. 

Levison  Brothers,  Davis  & Bonestell.  The  new  proprietors  took  possession 
of  the  factory  yesterday,  and  the  event  was  made  the  occasion  of  a happy 
reunion  between  the  old  and  new  proprietors  and  their  employees. 

The  party  consisted  of  about  fifty,  and  a really  happy,  pleasant  time  was 
spent,  exchanging  congratulations,  compliments  and  good  wishes.  The 
employees  felt  sorry  to  part  with  a liberal,  kind  employer,  while  the  latter, 
on  his  part  expressed  his  esteem  of  his  workmen,  without  hesitation  or 
reserve.  In  a note  addressed  to  them  and  read,  he  said:  “ It  had  always 
been  my  pride  to  make  this  manufactory  a success,  but  without  your 
aid  it  could  not  be  done.  I think  it  stands  today  at  the  head  of  jewelry  factories 
in  the  State,  and  with  its  new  proprietors,  I am  satisfied  it  will  retain  its 
reputation.  I shall  look  with  pleasure  to  its  growth.”  The  note  also  wished  the 
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new  Company  success,  and  closed  with  a cordial  farewell  to  the  employees. 

The  factory  promises,  under  the  new  proprietorship,  to  become  more 
prosperous.  Mr.  Davis  was  foreman  for  ten  years,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  new  firm  are  also  mechanics  employed  in  the  factory  under  the  ownership 
of  Mr.  Gray.  Although  unostentatiously  conducted,  the  most  choice  pieces  of 
workmanship  have  been  produced  in  this  factory.  The  principal  articles  of 
jewelry,  for  presentation  to  distinguished  persons,  have  been  manufactured 
in  this  establishment,  such  as  the  magnificent  snuff  box  and  cane  presented  to 
Wm.  H.  Seward,  the  medal  presented  to  Queen  Emma  of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
and  the  locket,  beautiful  both  in  design  and  manufacture,  presented  by  Mr.  D. 

Hewes  to  Hon.  Leland  Stanford.  The  principal  presents  made  by  the  Masonic 
and  Odd  Fellows’  Societies,  as  well  as  the  emblems  pertaining  to  both  Orders, 
have  been  manufactured  here,  as  well  as  the  beautiful  medals  of  the  Caledonia 
Club.  Mr.  John  J.  Cullen  has  been  the  engraver  in  the  establishment  for  many  years, 
and  the  numerous  beautiful  designs  he  has  produced  are  very  credible.  3 

The  establishment  is  very  complete  in  its  details,  and  it  is  the  only  one  on  the 
coast  where  gold  and  silver  thimbles  are  manufactured.  The  new  proprietors  intend 
to  push  the  business  forward  with  vigor,  and  thus  retain  in  the  State  the  profits  of  so  large  a business.  4 

Question:  You  have  told  me  that  there  are  a number  of  mint  errors  linked  to  Gray’s  manufacturing  works.  Would  you  care  to 
elaborate? 

Locke:  Yes,  we  can  say  with  substantial  certainty  that  BG  818A,  struck  from  Nouizillet’s  octagonal  BG  111,  'A  Dollar  1856  dies 
is  a mint  error.  Another  round  planchet  struck  with  octagonal  dies  has  surfaced.  Dubbed  by  myself  as  BG  831  A,  this  is  made  with 
the  1870  dated  dies  of  BG  752.  In  addition,  BG  820A(BG  820  struck  over  BG  819)  has  been  confirmed  as  a real  piece.  These  all 
point  to  some  mix-and-match  error  type  activity  (probably  all  by  error)  at  Gray’s  factory. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  employed  in  Gray’s  factory  was  fellow  Period  2 CSDG  manufacturer  H.J.  Brand.  He  was  listed  with  Gray 
in  the  1867  San  Francisco  Directory.  Prior  to  that  he  was  a jewelry  manufacturer  in  Virginia  City.  In  July  of  1863,  he  was  badly 
burned  by  an  oil  lamp.  Bob  Leonard  in  the  second  edition  of  California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold  not  only  linked  Brand  to  Gray 
but  he  also  established  a link  between  Brand  and  the  California  Jewelry  Company.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  Brand  still  re- 
mained a jeweler  in  San  Francisco. 

In  1906,  he  resided  at  the  Hotel  Garland  on  Eddy  Street  and  appeared  on  a list  of  persons  whose  worried  relatives  had  lost 
contact  with  them  since  the  San  Francisco  Earthquake.  In  1910  he  was  recorded  as  Hermann  Jacob  Brand  age  72,  jeweler  in  a San 
Francisco  County  Voters  Register.  He  passed  away  at  the  Oakland,  German  Atlenheim,  on  September  25th,  1914  at  the  age  of  76. 

In  his  death  notice,  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  stated  Herman  was  the  brother  of  the  late  C.  J.  Brand,  of  Nevada  City.  I believe 
his  brother’s  full  name  was  Carl  Jonas  Brand  who  at  one  time  worked  with  him  and  jeweler  Ernest  Henrici  under  the  firm  name  of 
Henrici  & Brand  in  San  Francisco  circa  1868-1871. 5 

In  closing,  I would  personally  like  to  thank  Mike  Locke  for  his  valuable  input  regarding  the  content  of  this  article.  I would  also 
like  to  thank  genealogist  D.  Sue  Kissel  who  helped  me  track  down  information  on  the  gentlemen  contained  in  this  text  and  Fred 
Holabird  and  Jim  Vallier  of  Holabird  Americana  who  answered  my  e-mail  inquiries.  For  anyone  interested  in  learning  more  about 
these  issues,  I highly  recommend  the  second  edition  of  California  Pioneer  Fractional  Gold.  Robert  Leonard  did  a remarkable  job 
of  updating  this  standard  reference  work. 


Footnotes: 

I was  a novice  when  it  came  to  these  issues  and  asked  CSDG  specialists  Mike  Locke  and  Robert  Landc  a number  of  questions  regarding  their  histories  and  their  makers  when  writ- 
ing my  essay  for  the  2nd  edition.  They  always  answered  my  questions.  1 have  stayed  in  touch  with  Mike  over  the  years,  and  he  has  continued  to  answer  numerous  inquiries  that  I 
have  had  regarding  these  fascinating  pieces.  I consider  him  to  be  a walking  encyclopedia  when  it  comes  to  CSDG. 

I have  seen  his  name  spelled  as  Antoine  L.  Nouizillct  or  Nouzillct.  3.  Cullen  died  in 

May  of  1 890  and  his  obituary  stated  lie  had  worked  as  a designer  and  engraver  for  the  California  Jewelry  company  (run  by  the  Levinson  Brothers)  for  22  years. 

4.  We  have  sold  to  Lcvison  Brothers  our  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  manufacturing  and  importing  business.  They  arc  authorized  to  continue  the  same  in  our  name. 

R.B.  Gray  & Co.  August  I",  1870.  The  undersigned  have  this  day  formed  a co-partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  the  “California  Jewelry  Company”,  for  the  purpose  of  continuing 
the  Jewelry  Manufactory  heretofore  carried  on  by  R.  B.  Gray  & Co.,  Lcvison  Brothers,  J.T.  Boncstcll,  S.  Davis.  August  1",  1870.  Source:  San  Francisco  Daily  Evening  Bulletin 
August  5,  1870.  The  California  Jewelry  Company  under  took  a consolidation  of  their  jewelry  importation  and  manufacture  business  in  187 1 . All  of  their  operations  were  housed 
in  their  new  building  on  Nos.  1 32,  1 34,  and  1 36  Sutter  Street.  They  had  bought  out  R.B.  Gray  & Co.  in  1870  to  expand  their  business  beyond  importing  to  now  include  jewelry 
manufacturing.  Sources:  San  Francisco  Daily  Evening  Bulletin  July  II,  1871;  Alta  California  December  23,  1871. 

5.  According  to  Census  records  C.  J.  Brand  or  Carl  J.  Brand  was  bom  in  Germany  in  October  of  1 843.  He  was  a jeweler  for  dadcs.  He  passed  away  in  Nevada  County  California  in 
December  of  1908.  In  the  1 880  Census,  Ernest  I Icnrici  was  recorded  as  a manufacturing  jeweler.  He  still  worked  in  San  Francisco  but  resided  in  Alameda.  He  passed  away  later  in 
the  year.  Henrici  was  Herman  J.  Brand’s  brother  in  law. 


26  SUMMER  2010  | BRASHER  BULLETIN 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


SEEN  MEETING 

Our  Annual  S.P.P.N.  meeting  will  be  held  at  this  years  ANA  World’s  Fair  of  Money  in  Boston.  Doug  Nyholm  will  be  our  featured 
presenter.  His  talk  is  on  his  new  book  on  Mormon  Currency.  It  will  discuss  the  processes  and  procedures  of  how  he  put  the  book 
together.  This  will  include  what  went  into  the  research,  how  it  was  accomplished  and  what  was  discovered.  Doug  will  discuss 
some  of  the  most  interesting  new  items  discovered  and  what  led  to  their  discovery.  He  will  also  cover  his  purpose  in  writing  the 
book  and  that  he  wanted  not  only  to  list  everything  known  but  also  to  uncover  some  history  of  who,  what,  why,  where  and  how  the 
various  issues  came  about.  Even  with  the  information  that  the  Mormon  Church  is  an  organization  which  has  a highly  documented 
history,  it  is  surprising  that  there  is  very  little  known  about  many  of  the  related  issues.  He  says,  “ I essentially  wanted  to  write  a 
significant  history  as  well  as  bring  to  light  as  many  issues  as  possible  and  do  this  with  high  resolution  color  pictures.” 

Our  meeting  will  also  include  an  abbreviated  Pioneer  Forum  to  discuss  the  controversial  Kohler  & Co.  counterstrikes  and  perhaps 
more.  The  meeting  is,  as  usual  at  1 1 AM  on  Saturday,  August  14lh. 

Afterward,  Fred  Holabird  will  give  a talk  on  Moffat  & Co.  at  12pm.  For  details  contact  his  office  at  877-852-8822. 

Doug  also  mentioned  that  he  will  be  giving  a talk  for  the  ANA  in  the  Numismatic  Theater  which  will  be  more  oriented  in  an 
overview  of  the  coinage  and  currency  issues  of  the  Church. 

ARTICLES  & STORES 


As  always,  we  solicit  your  contributions!  Please  send  us  your  articles,  stories,  and  images. 

We  are  thankful  to  say  that  there  are  a number  of  exciting  developments  in  the  pipeline  from  our  regular  contributors  as  well  as 
industry  experts  in  Private  and  Pioneer  Coinage.  Stay  tuned  for  groundbreaking  stories  such  as  these: 

• The  discovery  of  NEW  Norton  Notes  - FOUR  of  them  - an  interview  with  Ron  Gillio. 

• New  developments  on  John  Moffat  from  Fred  Holabird. 

• The  story  of  the  elusive  nine  pound  gold  nugget  as  viewed  by  Jim  Vallier  at  the  recent  Grass  Valley  show. 

• Further  developments  on  Regulated  Gold  - David  McCarthy 


SUMMER  20101  BRASHER  BULLETIN  27 


28  SUMMER  2010  | BRASHER  BULLETIN 


fit-  nCt  ej(l° f' 
'l^tSrr  J h*.^*™*  M+t  i 

/II  f 


da  * 
/i  >~3 


Map  152  (above). 

The  first  map  of  San  Francisco  based  on  a proper  survey  was  this  one  surveyed  by  Jean  Jacques  Vioget  in  1839,  when  the  settlement  was  still  known  as  Yerba 
Buena.  An  Englishman,  William  Richardson,  settled  here  in  1835,  setting  himself  up  as  a trader  for  visiting  ships.  From  1836  town  lots  were  sold,  and  by  1839  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  create  an  official  street  plan.  Vioget,  a Swiss  engineer,  was  on  hand  and  was  given  the  job.  He  began  with  what  is  now  Montgomery 
Street,  then  at  the  waterfront,  and  surveyed  three  blocks  westward  and  four  from  north  to  south.  Note  the  names  of  Richardson  and  Vioget  on  lots,  and 
also  that  of  another  pioneer,  Jacob  Leese. 
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